BPSC

...only for Civil Services.

30 August 2024

TODAY’S NEWS

Curated Insights from ‘The Hindu’ Newspaper

Welcome to BPSC POINT

At BPSC POINT, we understand the pivotal role that current affairs play in UPSC and State PSC exams. In
today’s competitive landscape, mastering major news is not just an advantage—it is a necessity for success.

Our mission is to deliver concise yet comprehensive summaries of major news from 'The Hindu' Newspaper,
crafted with a keen focus on exam relevance. Here’s what sets BPSC POINT apart:

Targeted Relevance: We tailor our summaries to align with your exam syllabus, ensuring that you

focus on the most pertinent issues.

Analytical Insights: Our approach goes beyond reporting; we provide analytical perspectives that

help you grasp the broader implications of each issue.

Holistic Approach: We connect current affairs with key exam themes, helping you build a well-

rounded and contextual knowledge base.

Clarity and Precision: Our summaries are designed to be clear and to the point, saving you time

while enhancing your comprehension.

In addition to news summaries, we offer practice questions designed to mirror the style and rigor of UPSC and
BPSC exams. These questions are crafted to help you apply your knowledge and hone your analytical skills,
preparing you for success in your exams.

Each summary and practice question aims to equip you with the insights and skills necessary to excel in your
exams. We encourage you to engage with these resources holistically, understanding the connections and
applying the knowledge that will be crucial for your preparation.

Team BPSC POINT

Dedicated to your exam success.

Disclaimer: While we strive to provide accurate and relevant summaries of the major
news from 'The Hindu', we encourage readers to verify important details independently. If
you notice any discrepancies, please notify us.
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By another name

Courts should act against fake medicine,
not just control advertising

n August 27, a Bench of the Supreme,
0 Court of India found itself reaching, once|
again, for idioms over a matter involving|
misleading advertisements of ayurveda, siddha,
and unani products. Earlier this year, another’
Bench had concluded proceedings against Patan-
jali Ayurved over its defiance of an order to not|
publicise unproven or unprovable medicinal
claims attached to its products. Towards the end!
of that matter, various State-level regulatory’
agencies were finally roused to act against Patan-
jali Ayurved over these claims while the Court or-
dered it to publish media advertisements apolo-
gising for its actions. While the responses of the
State bodies to the company are sill evolving, the!
Court’s own verdict seemed to embody a belief!
that nothing more could be done — and this belief
casts the Court’s current ire against the Ministry/
of AYUSH in a particular light. India’s drug manu-
facturers and regulators are caught between en-
suring high quality, which leads to higher manu-
facturing costs, while keeping consumer prices|
down so that patients can access the drugs they’
need. Unfortunately, neither regulators nor ma-
nufacturers have navigated this tension in the pa-
tients’ favour. The AYUSH Ministry’s actions have!
further complicated this scenario by allowing bu-
sinesses to register all sorts of products as “Ayur-
vedic” (as llustrated in the case of its licence, and|
later cancelled, to a Bengaluru-based company to|
sell milk as “Ayurvedic proprietary medicine”)
and by attempting to evade existing quality rules,
presumably to grease the wheels of businesses.
With the Ministry’s cynical attempt now to sid-
estep Rule 170 of the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules
1945, which penalises misleading advertisements|
of ayurveda, siddha, and unani products, the|
Court confronts an old tendency in a new dis-
guise. Public apologies and post facto action by
regulatory bodies may have been the end of the|
line against one company. The Court may also|
seem sated by a demand, as it spelled out in its|
May 7 order, that all advertisers self-declare that!
they will not publish misleading advertisements.
But similar concessionary measures wil falter’
against a Ministry. Medicine quality and manu
facturer inspections are disuniform, more so in|
the alternative medicines space, and regulating
advertisements has emerged as a last-ditch baclc
stop against bad products entering the market. In|
the face of progressively weakening protections
against what is ultimately fake medicine, the!
most preferred outcome in the present matter

The Supreme Court of India is once again addressing the issue of misleading
advertisements for ayurveda, siddha, and unani products. Earlier this year, the
Court ordered Patanjali Ayurved to stop promoting unverified medicinal claims,
leading to some state-level regulatory actions and a public apology from the
company.

However, the Court now faces a more complex challenge involving the Ministry of
AYUSH, which has been criticized for allowing businesses to label various
products as "Ayurvedic" without proper quality control, as seen in a case involving
an Ayurvedic milk product.

The Ministry's recent attempt to sidestep Rule 170 of the Drugs and Cosmetics
Rules, 1945, which penalises misleading advertisements, has raised concerns.

The Court must now consider the broader issue of weak medicine quality control
and regulatory inspections, particularly in the alternative medicine sector, and the
need to strengthen the quality-control regime to prevent the spread of fake

would be for the Court to look at past declara-
tions - self-made or otherwise — and into rectify-
ing the quality-control regime, particularly to|
empower i, protect it from political capture, and!
bring alternative medicines under its purview.

medicines and ensure public safety.

Biotcph enigma

Cabinet Clears BioE3 Initiative to Boost Biotechnology

capital investments

Earlier this week, the Indian Cabinet approved the BioE3 initiative (Biotechnology for Economy,
Environment, and Employment), focusing on enhancing biotechnology manufacturing. Since its
establishment in 1986, the Department of Biotechnology has significantly contributed to India's
success in vaccine development and diagnostics, earning the country a reputation as a ‘vaccine
factory’. However, unlike the IT sector, biotechnology has nrot experienced a similar industrial
revolution. The BioE3 policy aims to address this by reducing reliance on imports and increasing
local manufacturing, thereby enhancing India's global competitiveness.

Focus on Six Key Verticals

The BioE3 initiative targets six main areas: bio-based chemicals and enzymes, functional foods
and smart proteins, precision biotherapeutics, climate-resilient agriculture, carbon capture,
and futuristic marine and space research. These efforts are aligned with the global shift towards
environmentally friendly industrial practices. The policy emphasizes the need for sophisticated
biotechnology to create environmentally benign products, addressing issues like non-biodegradable waste and
carbon emissions.

Challenges and the Need for Long-term Support

Despite the policy's good intentions, India’s manufacturing sector faces deep-rooted challenges that extend beyond
biotechnology. For the BioE3 initiative to succeed, it requires a collaborative effort between the Centre and States,
with a focus on long-term capital investment, financial support, and infrastructure development, rather than
expecting quick returns.
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In a significant diplomatic move, Prime Minister Narendra Connecting the dots in the Kyiv visit
Modi met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
in Kyiv. While India's Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
clarified that the meeting was not aimed at mediating the
ongoing conflict, the timing and nature of the visit have
sparked discussions about India's potential role in peace
negotiations. Historically, India has maintained a non-
aligned and strategically autonomous foreign policy,
avoiding taking sides in the Russia-Ukraine war. However,
the visit suggests a possible peace initiative, despite the
current escalation of the conflict in the Kursk region.

Balancing Act and Strategic Considerations

India's consistent foreign policy approach, which emphasizes peaceful resolution of disputes,
positions the country as a neutral player in the conflict. By engaging with both Russia and
Ukraine, India aims to reinforce its image as a responsible global actor. The visit also reflects
India's broader strategy to play a more active role as a mediator or "communicator" in
international conflicts, leveraging its unique relationships with both Moscow and Washington.

International Stakeholders and Potential Impact

The visit could align with broader international strategies, particularly those of the United States
and European countries, which are seeking a resolution to the conflict. The U.S. is interested in
negotiating from a position of strength, while European countries face economic challenges due
to the ongoing war. For President Joe Biden, brokering a solution could solidify his foreign
policy legacy. Russia, too, may view India as a trusted mediator, given the longstanding
friendship between the two countries.

Implications for India

For Prime Minister Modi, successful mediation in the Russia-Ukraine conflict could enhance his
global stature and serve as a legacy-defining moment. This aligns with his vision of India as a
global leader in maintaining international peace and security. Despite the challenges, India's
unique position could enable it to facilitate a temporary ceasefire or limited peace agreement,
offering much-needed relief to all parties involved.

"In a world where alliances shift and power dynamics evolve, the true
measure of leadership lies not in choosing sides, but in bridging
divides."
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Moving the spotlight to grassroots democracy

o, @

The Role of SECs

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is renowned
for conducting free, fair, and timely elections.
However, the 34 State Election Commissions (SECs)
responsible for local elections to panchayats and
urban local governments require significant attention
and strengthening. Established by Articles 243K and
2437ZA of the Constitution, SECs are meant to have
authority over local elections, but they often face
disempowerment and conflict with State governments.

ample s the elecdion ofthe

Systemic Challenges

SECs frequently encounter obstacles from State governments, leading to delays in local elections.
For example, the Karnataka SEC had to file a contempt petition against its government for
delaying panchayat elections. Similarly, the Andhra Pradesh SEC challenged an ordinance
hindering elections, which was struck down by the Supreme Court. A CAG audit revealed that
70% of urban local governments lacked elected councils, largely due to the disempowerment of
SECs.

Needed Electoral Reforms

To ensure regular and fair local elections, reforms are necessary:

1. Empowering SECs: SECs should be made as independent and transparent as the ECI.
This could involve appointing a three-member SEC by a committee including the Chief
Minister, Leader of Opposition, and Chief Justice of the High Court.

2. Fixed Delimitation Intervals: Ward boundaries and seat reservations should be revised
only at fixed intervals, such as every 10 years, to prevent State governments from
arbitrarily delaying elections.

3. SEC Authority: SECs should have complete control over delimitation, seat reservations,
and election of local government leaders, reducing undue delays and malpractices.

Conclusion

Empowering SECs is crucial for upholding the constitutional mandate of regular and fair local
elections, which are essential for grassroots democracy and effective service delivery.
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Should lateral entry in the ci

ervices be encouraged? N e ed f or E Xp ertis e

* Specialized Roles: Lateral entry aims to bring in expertise
for specialized areas like disaster management,
semiconductors, and FinTech, which regular IAS officers may
lack.

* Concerns: The concern is that lateral entrants might not
have the necessary experience in implementing policies,
which could undermine effective governance.

Risks and Challenges

*  Selection Process: The rigorous selection process for IAS officers ensures that they are
well-prepared for administrative roles. Lateral entry could bypass this process, leading to
potential issues in competence and effectiveness.

*  Spoils System: There are fears that lateral entry could lead to a spoils system where
appointments are influenced by political loyalties, cronyism, and nepotism.

Views on Implementation

e  Policymaking vs. Implementation: There is a debate on whether lateral entrants should
focus solely on policymaking or also be involved in implementation. Effective
policymaking requires an understanding of implementation processes.

*  Appropriate Levels: Some argue that lateral entry should be restricted to higher ranks,
such as Joint Secretary, where expertise can be most beneficial, while others believe it
could be useful at mid-levels as well.

Reservation Concerns

*  Impact on Reservations: There are concerns that lateral entry might bypass existing
reservation policies for SCs, STs, OBCs, and other disadvantaged groups. The controversy
has led to the withdrawal of recent advertisements for lateral entry positions.

e  Fairness in Appointments: Suggestions include ensuring that reservation provisions are
included in the lateral entry process to maintain fairness and inclusivity.

Government Response

*  Re-evaluation: The government has decided to re-examine the issue of lateral entry and
its implications, particularly concerning reservations and the selection process.
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Increase in Pro-Women Allocations Analysing the Gender Budget of 2024-25

e e

THE GIST

*  The Finance Minister's Budget highlights a e
significant increase in pro-women :
allocations, reaching 1% of GDP for the
first time in 2024-25, totalling over X3
lakh crore.

J The Gender Budget Statement (GBS) now
shows approximately 6.8% of total budget
expenditure allocated to pro-women
schemes, up from the usual 5%.

Reasons for Increase

. New Reporting Part: The introduction of Part ‘C’ in the GBS includes pro-women
schemes with less than 30% female allocation, such as the PM Kisan scheme.

*  Increased Part A Allocations: Part A, reporting 100% allocations for women, saw a rise
due to PMAY being fully reflected here instead of Part B, despite the potential for
inaccurate reporting.

Issues of Reporting

*  Over-Reporting: Instances such as the PM Employment Generation Programme
showing disproportionate allocations without explanation.

*  Under-Reporting: Missing allocations like those for women entrepreneurs and
MGNREGS underestimating the actual spending on women.

Future Directions

. To enhance accuracy, explanations for GBS entries are needed to minimize anomalies,
support gender audits, and ensure actual spending aligns with reported allocations. Efforts
to improve the GBS and its reporting methods are ongoing but require further refinement
for effective gender-responsive budgeting.

eawen | The Gentre issued a Letter Monameoradote | The IMD has warned that a land-based
start campus Ny

inlndia of Intent to the University Bengal depression depression over Saurashtra may become a
of Southampton to - cyclone by Friday, the first such occurrence in
establish its first Indian August since 1964. The depression is expected to

. . move into the Arabian Sea and intensify, bringing
campus, with academic heavy rainfall to Gujarat. A second depression
programs expected to has formed in the northern Bay of Bengal and
start in July 2025 under may intensify near north Andhra Pradesh and
UGC regulations. southern Odisha. Cyclones in August are
unusual, with most occurring in May or during

October and November.
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—
= Word Meaning Example
To give someone incorrect If someone tells you that a meeting is at
- Misinform information, either intentionally or 3 PM when it is actually at 2 PM, they
FROM THE ARCHIVES unintentionally. have misinformed you.

Know your

English The deliberate spread of false A government spreading false news to

Disinformation  information, often used in espionage, mislead its enemies or create confusion
politics, or business to mislead others. is engaging in disinformation.

K. Subrahmanian

“Congratltions. hear youve been
made captain of the cricket tez
Whotold you that?"
“Your grandfather.
“I'm sorry to'say this, you've been

sntormed” A lazy person who prefers to sit and Someone who spends most of their day

“You mean ‘misinformed; don't you?”

“Disinformed or misinformed. They M 3 M
mean the e thing, don' Lty Couch Potato watch TV rather than engage in lounging on the sofa watching TV can

“First of all, the word is . . e
isinformation nt disinforme: 1ts physical activities. be called a couch potato.
only the noun form ‘disinformation’ that
is generally used.”

“Well, I know the meaning of
“‘misinform’; so tell me what
dlsmfmmmen means.”

Before I do that, you tell me what you
undersland by ‘misinform’.”
ins giving somebody the wrong
information about somethi ing.”
“Excellent. But that's only part of the
“What do you mean?”

Pt ks SEBI moots UPHike  The Securities and Exchange Board of India

s oo e block mechanism for ~ (SEBI) wants to make it easier for people to trade

unintentionally. Now tell me, what does

i — securities market stocks. They’re suggesting a new feature that lets

B Bt ofndi , people block money in their bank accounts to use
: ' for buying stocks, instead of transferring the money

| James Bond?” The Securities and Ex-
“Exactly. One of the jobs of scret ‘

agents s to give false informatior to change Board of India (SE-

Toreign agents so that it confuses o BI) has proposed mandat-

misleads them. In fact, the word ing Qualified Stock Brokers 1 1
stommasion yasonc iy i (@359 t0 ofer the fcily to their stock broker right away.
the spy business.” of trading in the secondary

“Really? That sounds really exciting.” market using the UPI-

“But things are beginning to change
now. The word ‘disinformation’ is

beginning o be fequently used n the
world of busi

based block mechanism to
their clients, similar to the Application Supported
ASBA facility. by Blocked Amount (AS- . . : y
ro T bock i, boie sy sy 1 N1S 1S sSimilar to how people already use a system
‘mat clients can trade in the se- ~ available for the primary
ertainly come in hdﬂdv there. There are condary market based on  market, which ensures that

ol nbinesnd bocked Tands ittt money fom an mestor  LOT buylng new shares, called ASBA, where their
poliies ! bank accounts, instead of gets moved only when an
ay . ation' i transferring it upfront to  allotment happens. Also, it .
ound nal ddonares. A e ones the trading member. vas sgeted i 055+ TNIONEY 1S Only taken when they actually get the
that contain it define it as ‘deliberately The facility is optional  offer a 3-n-l trading ac-
gf:;:;:::::"o‘:"s:;ﬁizg'lg}f\il\::":-:;]lgv for investors, and not man-  count facility’ as an alter-
gover or services”. You generally | datory for Trading Mem- native to making the ASBA- h Th f ld k h
kaont the dsinformacion campsign bers t offer s serucer ke facity mandatory shares. 1he new feature would work the same way

“Well my grandfather doesn’t work for b f b . d 11 . k h 1 d
the g the secret service. So I
hesomnintf et e o ut for buying and selling stocks that are already
being made captain.” ) .
» h:)[\z:s‘l‘:::l“;ni;rmed deliberately or b ein g tI' A d e d .

“I have to ask my grandfather.”

“Where will you find him?”

“Where else? In the bedroom,
watching TV,

Your grand!av.her is a couch potato,

This new feature is optional for investors and stock brokers. SEBI is also

“A couch puldll.\ isavery lazy person.
Someone who prefers to sit down and

T e, suggesting that brokers could offer a special type of trading account as
another option.

1993,

Word of the day

Insalubrious:
detrimental to health

Pronunciation: bity/insalubriouspro

Interational Phonetc Mangala Muduli, a 19-year-old student

Alphabet: jmsstuios/

Bonda tribe student set to pursue MBBS programme in Odisha from the Bonda tribe in Odisha, has
become the first member of his tribe to
enter medical education by securing
admission to MKCG Medical College in
Berhampur.

His achievement follows a challenging
journey from his remote village and overcoming significant obstacles, marking a
historic moment for the Bonda tribe, which had previously lived in isolation and
had limited interaction with the outside world.
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Submarine Arighaat set to India's second nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine, INS
add ballast to nuclear triad Arighaat, was commissioned at Visakhapatnam.

Itis

-powered 1
ly make it significantl thanits sor Arihant

It enhances India's nuclear triad and strategic capabilities, joining INS
Arihant, which was commissioned in 2016.

INS Arighaat features technological advancements over Arihant
and incorporates indigenous systems. Both submarines bolster India’s
nuclear deterrence.

INS Arighaat, like Arihant, is armed with the K-15 SLBM, while the K-4
SLBM, with a 3,500-km range, is under development. The third
submarine in this class, still under construction, will be larger and more

advanced.

The Union Health Ministry has banned 156 "irrational" fixed dose combination (FDC) medicines,
including antibiotics, painkillers, and multivitamins, due to health risks and lack of research
supporting their safe use.

The ban, under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act 1940, follows an expert committee's
recommendation and aims to prevent drug resistance and misuse.

These FDCs, which combine multiple active ingredients in one dose, were previously approved by
state authorities but lacked necessary trials and approvals from the central drug regulator.

The article discusses the shift in work culture towards
valuing work-life balance, highlighting Australia's
new legislation giving employees the right to
disconnect from work outside office hours.

Why disconnecting from work is important for mental health

It contrasts this with India's work culture, where long
hours and constant availability are prevalent,
impacting mental health.

Despite international moves towards shorter
workweeks and better work-life balance, India faces
cultural and systemic barriers, including high average
work hours and gender disparities in unpaid labor.

Experts emphasize the need for breaks and proper work-life separation for mental well-being and
productivity.
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"News Highlights: Key Updates in Brief"

Gautam Adani's net worth surged 95% to X11.6

lakh crore last year, surpassing Mukesh Ambani to
become the richest Indian.

Life Insurance Corporation of India paid a total
dividend of 6,103.62 crore to the Centre for

2023-24, including X3,662.17 crore paid on

Thursday and X2,441.45 crore as an interim
dividend earlier.

The Centre has lifted restrictions on ecthanol
production from sugarcane juice and various types
of molasses for the upcoming supply year starting in
November, with periodic reviews by the Department
of Food and Public Distribution and the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas.

Moody’s Ratings raised India's GDP growth
forecast for 2024 to 7.2% due to signs of rural
demand revival and easing inflation, while Fitch
Ratings maintained India’s long-term foreign-
currency issuer rating at ‘BBB-’ with a stable
outlook, citing fiscal weaknesses and structural
issues as credit concerns. Fitch also projected India's
GDP growth at 7.2% for 2024-25 but highlighted
risks related to private investment and job creation.

The Finance Ministry has reduced the minimum
requirement for companies to list on international
stock exchanges at Gift City, Gandhinagar from
25% to 10% of their shares. This change aims to
attract both Indian and foreign firms, especially
start-ups and unicorns, by lowering the amount of
ownership they need to make public. Previously,
only foreign investors and NRIs could trade on
these exchanges. The new rule is expected to
increase access to foreign capital, though some
experts warn it could reduce the number of shares
available to the public, potentially affecting stock
performance.

The southwest monsoon is expected to last into late
September due to a mid-month low-pressure
system, potentially harming summer crops and
affecting food inflation, but benefiting winter crop
planting.

* The X76,220-crore Vadhavan port, set for

groundbreaking by Prime Minister Modi, will
enhance India's role in the India—Middle East—
Europe Corridor (IMEEC) and the International
North—South Transportation Corridor (INSTC)
by handling mega vessels and boosting trade. The
port will add 23.2 million TEUs to India’s container
capacity and involves a mix of public-private
funding. The project aims to improve connectivity
and infrastructure for increased export-import trade.

In Sri Lanka, as the country faces an economic
crisis and prepares for presidential elections, many
citizens are leaving for better opportunities abroad.
Despite President Ranil Wickremesinghe’s claims of
recovery, economic challenges persist, especially for
the impoverished Malaiyaha Tamils in tea estates.
Opposition candidate Sajith Premadasa promises
reforms and anti-corruption measures, but voter
optimism is low, with many questioning the
effectiveness of potential solutions.

Hong Kong’s pro-democracy news outlet Stand
News and its former chief editors, Chung Pui-kuen
and Patrick Lam, were convicted of sedition on
Thursday, marking the first such convictions since
the city’s return to Chinese rule in 1997. This
verdict is part of a broader crackdown on fiee
speech in Hong Kong, attracting significant
international criticism.

In response to a deadly stabbing by a suspected
Islamist in Germany, Interior Minister Nancy
Faeser announced stricter knife controls and
reduced benefits for some illegal migrants.

Film legend Errol Morris condemned the Trump
administration’s policy of separating migrant
children from their parents as "inhumane and
cruel" at the Venice Film Festival, where his
documentary "Separated" about the policy
premiered.

Tons of dead fish washed up in the port of Volos,
Greece, on Wednesday, surrounding boats after a
massive die-off linked to extreme climate
fluctuations.
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India's aviation regulator, Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), has intensified surveillance
of SpiceJet due to financial issues causing flight
disruptions and staff salary delays.

Pakistan has invited Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s
Council of Heads of Government meeting in
October, where it holds the rotating chairmanship.

In the Nilgiris, wild elephants and sloth bears raiding
fair price shops have led to the installation of electric
fences, steel barriers, and reinforced shutters to
prevent break-ins and reduce human-animal
conflicts.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Mumbai
and Palghar on Friday to address the Global Fintech

Fest and lay the foundation stone for the 76,000
crore Vadhvan Port project.

The Punjab Cabinet has decided to amend election
rules to prevent candidates from contesting
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRI) elections on party
symbols, following a decision to modify Rule 12 of
the Punjab Panchayat Election Rules, 1994.

A joint technical committee, led by the Indian Navy
and including Maharashtra government officials and
experts, has been formed to investigate the recent
damage to the Chhatrapati Shivaji statue at Rajkot
Fort, caused by exceptional weather conditions.

The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) has
introduced Aadhaar validation for token-less
devotees to receive laddu prasadams, aiming to
prevent black market sales and curb misuse by
middlemen.

The Andhra Pradesh Forest Department has advised
District Collectors and other officials to plant
indigenous tree species and avoid three exotic
species—Conocarpus erectus, Alstonia scholaris,
and Terminalia mantaly—due to environmental
and health concerns, amid a pending PIL regarding
their impact.

India and China held the 31st meeting of the
Working Mechanism for Consultation &
Coordination (WMCC) in Beijing, focusing on
resolving issues along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC). Both sides engaged in a "frank and
constructive" dialogue, agreeing to intensified

diplomatic and military contacts to address
differences and restore peace. This meeting follows
recent high-level talks between Indian and Chinese
foreign ministers and aims to address the ongoing
military standoff in eastern Ladakh.

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval arrived in
Colombo to review the Colombo Security Conclave
(CSC) and meet with political leaders ahead of Sri
Lanka’s presidential elections. The CSC, initially a
trilateral initiative between India, Sri Lanka, and
the Maldives, now includes Mauritius, Bangladesh,
and the Seychelles as an observer.

The Union Ministry of Women and Child
Development has launched SHe-Box, a centralized
portal for registering and monitoring workplace
sexual harassment complaints, streamlining the
process for filing, tracking, and redressing issues
with Internal and Local Committees.

The Assam Assembly passed the Assam
Compulsory Registration of Muslim Marriages
and Divorces Bill, 2024, making government
registration of Muslim marriages and divorces
mandatory, replacing the 1935 British-era act. Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma emphasized that the
Bill aims to eliminate the Qazi system, prevent child
marriages, and enforce legal marriage ages of 18 for
girls and 21 for boys.

The Madras High Court approved India's first
Formula 4 night street race in Chennai, contingent
on obtaining an FIA homologation certificate by
noon on Saturday. The court ordered that if the
certificate is not obtained, the race should not
proceed.

The Supreme Court has upheld the job security of
employees hired between 1978 and 1987 with SC/ST
certificates from Karnataka, despite those castes
being de-scheduled later. It affirmed the validity of
Karnataka’s protection measures for these employees
but clarified they would not receive future SC/ST
benefits.

In protest against the Centre’s suspension of the
MGNREGS in West Bengal over corruption

allegations, workers nationwide will donate X1 each
and send handwritten appeals to the Prime Minister’s
Office, while the Centre owes 7,500 crore,

including 2,744 crore in wages, to the State.
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Practice Mains Question

1. "Despite the robust framework provided by the Constitution, State Election Commissions (SECs) in
India often face challenges that undermine their ability to conduct free and fair local elections.
Discuss the systemic issues that weaken SECs and suggest reforms to empower them, ensuring
the sanctity of local democracy." (Answer in 250 words)

2. Evaluate the pros and cons of introducing lateral entry into civil services for specialized roles. How
can concerns about political bias, implementation challenges, and adherence to reservation policies
be effectively managed? (Answer in 250 words)

3. Examine the objectives and expected outcomes of the BioE3 initiative launched by the Indian
Cabinet. How does this initiative seek to advance India's biotechnology sector and address current
challenges? Additionally, discuss the long-term support mechanisms required to ensure the
successful implementation and sustainability of the BioE3 policy. (Answer in 250 words)
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Practice Prelims Question

1. The Vadhavan port project, which recently
received attention due to its groundbreaking
ceremony, is set to play a significant role in India's
maritime and trade infrastructure. Consider the
following statements regarding the Vadhavan port:

1.  The Vadhavan port is being developed to
enhance connectivity for the India-Middle
East—Europe Corridor (IMEEC) and the
International North—South Transportation
Corridor (INSTC).

2. The port will increase India's container
handling capacity by 50 million TEUs.

3. The project will be funded through a
combination of public-private partnerships
(PPP) and engineering, procurement, and
construction (EPC) models.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only

¢) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3

Answer: b) 1 and 3 only

Explanation:

. Statement 1 is correct as the Vadhavan port
is indeed set to enhance connectivity for both
the IMEEC and INSTC.

. Statement 2 is incorrect; the port will add

23.2 million TEUs to India’s container
handling capacity, not 50 million TEUs.

. Statement 3 is correct as the project funding
includes both PPP and EPC models.

2. As part of its afforestation drive, the Andhra
Pradesh Forest Department has advised against
planting certain exotic tree species due to their
environmental and health impacts. Which of the
following tree species is considered exotic and
recommended for avoidance?

Conocarpus erectus
Alstonia scholaris
Terminalia mantaly
Mimusops elengi

B WO =

A)1,2,and 3
B) 1 and 2
C)2and3
D)3 and 4

Correct Answer: A) 1,2, and 3
Explanation:

The Andhra Pradesh Forest Department has advised
against planting three specific exotic tree species due
to their detrimental effects on the environment and
human health:

1.  Conocarpus erectus (Buttonwood
Mangrove) - This species is controversial due
to concerns about its impact on groundwater
levels and potential health issues such as
respiratory problems and allergies.

2. Alstonia scholaris (Devil’s Tree) - Known
for its robust growth, this tree is discouraged
because it can cause gastrointestinal
irritations and other health issues.

3.  Terminalia mantaly (Umbrella Tree /
Madagascar Almond) - This species is not
recommended due to its vulnerability in
cyclone-prone areas.

On the other hand, Mimusops elengi (Bakul tree) is
an indigenous species that is recommended for
planting and does not fall into the category of exotic
species.

Therefore, the correct answer is A) 1, 2, and 3, which
identifies the exotic species advised against by the
Forest Department.
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3. Consider the following statements regarding the
SHe-Box initiative launched by the Union Ministry
of Women and Child Development:

1.  SHe-Box is a centralized portal aimed at
addressing complaints of sexual harassment of
women at the workplace.

2. The portal provides a platform only for
government sector complaints.

3. It enables tracking and processing of
complaints by Internal and Local Committees.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A) 1 only

B) 1 and 3 only
C) 2 and 3 only
D) 1,2,and 3

Answer: B) 1 and 3 only
Explanation:

1.  Correct — SHe-Box is designed to address
sexual harassment complaints in both
government and private sectors.

2.  Incorrect — The portal covers complaints from
both government and private sectors, not just
the government.

3.  Correct — The portal facilitates the tracking
and processing of complaints by Internal and
Local Committees.

4. With reference to India's nuclear-powered
ballistic missile submarines, consider the following
statements:

1. INS Arighaat is equipped with both the K-15
and K-4 Submarine Launched Ballistic
Missiles (SLBMs).

2. INS Arighaat includes several technological
upgrades compared to its predecessor, INS
Arihant.

3. INS Arighaat has a displacement of 6,000
tonnes and uses a pressurised light-water

reactor with enriched uranium.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A) 1 only

B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D)1,2,and 3

Answer: B) 2 and 3 only
Explanation:

1.  Statement 1: INS Arighaat is equipped with
both the K-15 and K-4 Submarine
Launched Ballistic Missiles (SLBMs).

© This statement is incorrect. INS
Arighaat is currently equipped with
the K-15 SLBM, but the K-4 SLBM
is still under development and not yet

part of its armament.
2. Statement 2: INS Arighaat includes several
technological upgrades compared to its

predecessor, INS Arihant.

o This statement is correct. INS
Arighaat features technological
advancements over INS Arihant.

3. Statement 3: INS Arighaat has a
displacement of 6,000 tonnes and uses a
pressurised light-water reactor with
enriched uranium.

@ This statement is correct. INS
Arighaat shares the same
displacement and reactor
specifications as INS Arihant.

Therefore, statements 2 and 3 are accurate, while
statement 1 is incorrect.

5. Which of the following statements regarding
cyclones is correct?

1. Cyclones commonly form during the monsoon
season in India.

2. Cyclones are most likely to occur in the Indian
region during the months of May and
November.

3. The formation of cyclones over land is more

common than over the sea.
4.  Cyclones in the northern Bay of Bengal
usually move towards the Arabian Sea.
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Choose the correct answer from the options below:

A)1land3
B) 2 and 4
C) 2 only

D) 1 and 4

Correct Answer: C) 2 only
Explanation:

1. Cyclones commonly form during the
monsoon season in India.
This statement is incorrect. Cyclones in India
are not commonly associated with the
monsoon season. They are more frequently
observed in May, October, and November,
outside the main monsoon months.

2. Cyclones are most likely to occur in the

Indian region during the months of May
and November.
This statement is correct. Cyclones in the
Indian region typically form during pre-
monsoon (May) and post-monsoon (October-
November) periods, due to favorable
atmospheric conditions and sea surface
temperatures.

3.  The formation of cyclones over land is more
common than over the sea.
This statement is incorrect. Cyclones generally
form over warm ocean waters where they can
gain energy. They are much less likely to form
over land.

4. Cyclones in the northern Bay of Bengal
usually move towards the Arabian Sea.
This statement is incorrect. Cyclones forming
in the northern Bay of Bengal generally move
towards the eastern coast of India or
Bangladesh, not towards the Arabian Sea.

6. Which of the following states is predominantly
known for the presence of the Bonda tribe?

A) Andhra Pradesh
B) Odisha

C) Jharkhand
D) West Bengal

Answer: B) Odisha

Explanation: The Bonda tribe primarily resides in the
southern part of Odisha, particularly in the Malkangiri
district. While they may have some presence in
neighbouring areas, Odisha is their main habitat.

7. Which of the following statements about the
Bonda tribe is/are correct?

1. The Bonda tribe is classified as a Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) in India.

2. The Bonda tribe primarily resides in the
highland regions and practices shifting

cultivation.

3. The Bonda people are known for their
extensive use of modern technology in their
daily lives.

4. The Bonda tribe has a matrilineal system of
inheritance.

A) 1and?2
B)2 and 3
C)land 4
D)3 and 4

Answer: A) 1 and 2
Explanation:

1.  Correct: The Bonda tribe is indeed classified
as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group
(PVTG), reflecting their marginalized status
and socio-economic challenges.

2. Correct: The Bonda tribe lives in highland
areas and traditionally practices shifting
cultivation, also known as slash-and-burn
agriculture.

3.  Incorrect: The Bonda tribe is not known for
extensive use of modern technology. Their
lifestyle remains relatively traditional.

4.  Incorrect: The Bonda tribe follows a
patrilineal system of inheritance, not
matrilineal.
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End of Summary

This marks the end of today's summary from The Hindu. We trust this
has added value to your exam preparation. Keep engaging with current
affairs to sharpen your insights and strengthen your knowledge. We'll
be back tomorrow with more updates to guide you on your path to

success.

Thank you for reading. Stay focused and dedicated!

Understanding current affairs is crucial for UPSC/State PSC
preparation, as it bridges the gap between theoretical knowledge and
real-world application, ensuring that candidates are well-informed,
relevant, and capable of making insightful analyses on contemporary
issues.

Stay Updated

Revisit Earlier Current Affairs for Background Information

Explore Previous Updates
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