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TODAY’S NEWS

Curated Insights from ‘The Hindu’ Newspaper

Welcome to BPSC POINT

At BPSC POINT, we understand the pivotal role that current affairs play in UPSC and State PSC exams. In
today’s competitive landscape, mastering major news is not just an advantage—it is a necessity for success.

Our mission is to deliver concise yet comprehensive summaries of major news from 'The Hindu' Newspaper,
crafted with a keen focus on exam relevance. Here’s what sets BPSC POINT apart:

Targeted Relevance: We tailor our summaries to align with your exam syllabus, ensuring that you

focus on the most pertinent issues.

Analytical Insights: Our approach goes beyond reporting; we provide analytical perspectives that

help you grasp the broader implications of each issue.

Holistic Approach: We connect current affairs with key exam themes, helping you build a well-

rounded and contextual knowledge base.

Clarity and Precision: Our summaries are designed to be clear and to the point, saving you time

while enhancing your comprehension.

In addition to news summaries, we offer practice questions designed to mirror the style and rigor of UPSC and
BPSC exams. These questions are crafted to help you apply your knowledge and hone your analytical skills,
preparing you for success in your exams.

Each summary and practice question aims to equip you with the insights and skills necessary to excel in your
exams. We encourage you to engage with these resources holistically, understanding the connections and
applying the knowledge that will be crucial for your preparation.

Team BPSC POINT

Dedicated to your exam success.

Disclaimer: While we strive to provide accurate and relevant summaries of the major
news from 'The Hindu', we encourage readers to verify important details independently. If
you notice any discrepancies, please notify us.
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Growth matrix

Economic outlook is evenly poised but
reforms need acceleration

he first official gauge of the economy’s
T performance so far in 2024-25 pegs real

GDP growth at 6.7% between April and
June, a five-quarter low and below the central
banks projection. The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), which expects a 7.2% GDP growth through
2024-25 following last year’s 8.2% surge, had re-
vised its estimate for Q1 from 7.2% to 7.1%, earlier
this month. The actual numbers are under-
whelming and mark a clear cooling in the eco-
nomic momentum, although some base effects
are in play. Growth in the Gross Value Added
(GVA) in the economy came in higher at 6.8%, af-
ter a year of widening divergences with the GDP
print. At the onset of this fiscal year, major hopes
hinged on a normal monsoon boosting farm sec-
tor output and easing inflation, which could lift
the weak rural demand and private consumption
witnessed last year. Higher demand would bol-
ster private firms’ propensity to invest in new ca-
pacities, and ease the pressure on public spend-
ing to prop up growth. That the government
would still ramp up capital expenditure by 17% to
211,11 lakh crore this year, while it waited for this
narrative to unfold, was the other pillar under-
pinning this year’s growth aspirations.

As things stand, this script is yet to fully play
out. The stretched general election has sharply
scuppered public capex, and the government
will need to redouble efforts to meet its spending
goals. The good news is that private consumption
spends bounced to a six-quarter peak of 7.4%,
partly thanks to easing headline inflation. But
food prices remain elevated. The monsoon has
been better than last year but a tad erratic and
uneven, temporally as well as spatially. Farm GVA
growth has moved up toa four-quarter high of 2%
but the next few weeks will determine whether
the sector rebounds in earnest (and food inflation
cools). Projections of above normal downpours|
in September may well affect standing kharif|
crops. This is a key monitorable for the RBI,
whose independent monetary policy panel
members have flagged a 1% GDP growth loss this|
year and next, ifinterest rate cuts are delayed. In-
dia may still grow 6.5% to 7% this year, but most|
expect growth to slip to 6.5% in 202526, with the,
medium-term potential hovering around that
number. This s too slow for comfort. As top IMF
official Gita Gopinath pointed out recently, poli-
cymake dto urgently re
forms across all aspects of the economy, and im-
prove the efficiency of its institutions and the
judiciary. This s critical to lft its growth potential
and fulfil hopes of creating gainful employment

for its young, fast enough for India’s demograph-
ics to yield a dividend.

IMF's Gita Gopinath calls for urgent reforms and improved institutional efficiency to boost
growth and create employment opportunities for India's youth.

India's Economic Growth in Q1 2024-25

India's real GDP growth for the first quarter of FY 2024-25 is 6.7 %, below
the RBI's projection of 7.1% . GVA growth is slightly higher at 6.8 %,
indicating cooling economic momentum.

Impact of Monsoon and Inflation

Uneven monsoons and high food prices have affected the anticipated boost
in the farm sector, rural demand, and private consumption.

Disruptions and Growth Projections

Private consumption reached a six-quarter peak of 7.4% , but public
capital expenditure has been disrupted by the general election. RBI warns of
potential growth losses if interest rate cuts are delayed. Growth is expected
to be 6.5% to 7% , with a medium-term potential of 6.5%.

Call for Economic Reforms

Hateful, baleful

Assam CM is transgressing his oath by
making hateful remarks against Muslims

ate speech, especially by elected author-
l-l ities and targeting a specific community,
has been repeatedly flagged asa possible
trigger for ethnic conflagrations and atrocities
that could have catastrophic consequences. Polit-
icians in India are well aware of this but this does
not deter the most cynical among them from us-
ing hate speech to further a polarising agenda. A
case in point is the Chief Minister of Assam, Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma. The BJP leader continues to
revel in making communally sensitive remarks,
targeting the State’s minority communities. On
Tuesday, he explicitly said that he would take
sides against “Miya Muslims” a diseriminatory
euphemism for the minority Bengali Muslim
community - and would not et them “go to Up-
per Assam”. These remarks were in the context
of a debate on the law and order situation after a
gangrape of a minor in Dhing. During the 2024
general election, Mr. Sarma, in speech after
speech, had used rabidly communal language to
target Muslims, with nary a response from the
Election Commission of India. He even said, “Is-
lamophobia s real for many of us [Hindus]”.

By making these statements repeatedly, Mr.
sarma is going against the oath he took as the
Chief Minister — that he will bear true faith and al-
legiance to India’s secular Constitution. He
should be condemned for explicitly saying that
he will side against a particular community. Se-
cond, by amplifying demands by groups that
have threatened an entire community to leave
“Upper Assam” and suggesting that the minority
community does not have the right to free move-
ment, he is furthering hate in a State which has
been affected by ethnic violence. From violent
anti-immigrant agitations to militancy and a
flawed process of identifying “foreigners” that
has brought misery to the poor, Assam has been
through crises; some of those issues continue to
fester. Instead of finding ways of reconciliation,
all-round harmony and peace, he uses the cyni-
cal ploy of fostering division in order to reap the
benefits out of the politics of hate. As actions in
nearby Myanmar and the plight of the Rohingya
show, repeated use of hate speech to characterise
a minority community and the amplification of

ism have disastrous X
The Union government and the BJP leadership
have shown no inclination to rein in the errant
Chief Minister. Unlike party leaders who have
been reprimanded for utterances targeting sec-
tions such as farmers, Mr. Sarma uses hate
speech against Muslims. But if the government is
serious about improving the lot of the Assamese
people — the State has among the poorest HDI in-
dicators in the country — it has to put an end to
hate speech as a communally charged environ-
[ment militates against all-round

despite his divisive rhetoric. For Assam, one of the poorest states in India, ending hate speech is
crucial for achieving all-round development. A communally charged environment hinders
progress and negatively impacts the lives of the people in the state.

The Danger of Hate Speech by Elected Officials

Hate speech by elected officials can trigger ethnic violence and atrocities. In
India, some politicians, like Assam's Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma,
use such rhetoric fo push divisive agendas.

The Case of Himanta Biswa Sarma

Sarma has made communally charged remarks against the minority Bengali
Muslim community in Assam, including statements opposing their presence
in Upper Assam following a recent gangrape incident.

Violation of Constitutional Oath

These statements violate Sarma's oath to uphold India's secular Constitution
and worsen communal tensions in a state with a history of ethnic violence.

Lack of Action and Need for Reform

The Union government and BJP leadership have not restrained Sarma,
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The collapse of categories and post-individualism
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Understanding Changing Views on Sex
and Gender

The article looks at how our ideas about sex and
gender are changing and causing confusion and
debate.

1. Olympic Controversies: At the 2024 Paris
Olympics, there were notable cases where athletes
faced issues due to sex and weight categories. For
example, Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat was
disqualified for being just a little overweight, while
Algerian boxer Imane Khelif faced questions about
her gender identity, which led to her disqualification
from a previous event.

2. Sex vs. Gender: Traditionally, sex (male or female) was seen as a fixed biological fact.
But now, many people view sex as
something that can be chosen based on [T SNNN- T RS

personal feelings, not just biology. This
shift is creating debates about how we |adrates GO

understand and CategOI'lZG SGX and gel’ldel’. Social Social Issues Discusses social justice, gender
I q GS Paper N "
ssues and and Social M equality, and the implications of
Welfare Justice changing identities on welfare policies.

3. Governance Issues: Throughout hiStOry, |suenceans Scenceand  ggpo.,  Explores how advancements in science
defining categories like citizenship and !
crime has caused conflicts. Today, similar |megiy andaptiuce
debates are happening about things like

ethnicity and social justice.

Theme UPSC Theme Reference

Indian Polity

Governance
and

GS Paper Examines how categorization impacts
1} policy-making and political processes.

Technology in and technology influence and redefine

Technology Development established norms.

Ethics and Ethics, Integrity, ~GS Paper Reflects on ethical dilemmas related to
[\ individual freedom and societal norms.

e Modern History Connects historical changes in identity
g':g":;lives and Indian IGS Baper and governance to current social and
P Culture political issues.

4. Changing Individual Identity: Modern society values personal choice and individual
autonomy, including the ability to change one's body to match one's gender identity. This
is challenging traditional views that sex and gender are fixed.

Article Relevant BPSC Paper

Theme Theme Reference  Description
General Explores how categorization
S:;g:ﬁ?f: Indian Polity Studies impacts policy-making and
Paper Il political processes.
i Discusses social justice, gender
?ngi and Social Justice and S&r‘;?erzl equality, and the implications of
Welfare Welfare Paper Il changing identities on welfare

policies.

The Role and Impact

: p General Examines how advancements in
?:l;r:;eloand %cshclllirllr‘):e ai::d Studies science and technology influence
9y 9y Paper Il and redefine established norms.

Development

5. Science and Technology: Advances in medicine
are making it possible for people to change their sex
through medical procedures. This is adding
complexity to how we understand and categorize sex
and gender.

6. Liberalism’s Paradox: Liberalism supports
individual rights and personal choices but also
struggles with internal contradictions, especially

when it comes to accommodating diverse views on gender and identity.

In short, the article explores how our traditional categories for sex and gender are being
questioned and changed, leading to new debates about identity and societal norms.
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The article discusses India's ambitious goal of hosting the
2036 Olympic Games, announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

A game plan for India’s success as 2036 Olympic host

Although India has never hosted the Olympics and has
limited infrastructure, the country’s growing sporting
prowess makes the dream feasible.

The selection process for the host city involves rigorous
assessments by the International Olympic Committee's
(IOC) Future Host Commission, which evaluates factors
such as infrastructure, environmental concerns, and human rights standards.

India’s preparations began with the successful hosting of the 2010 Commonwealth Games and
the launch of the Khelo India Scheme in 2017, which aims to improve grassroots sports
infrastructure and identify talented athletes.

Tamil Nadu leads in terms of infrastructure,

Critical Insights for UPSC/BPSC Aspirants with other states like Delhi and Odisha also

having significant facilities. The article

This arti(fle is a must-read for UPSC/BPSC ca-ndidates as it delivers vital Sugge sts that leveraging the se states !
perspectives on sports development, federalism, and global diplomacy, ly .

all essential components of effective governance and policy-making. existing infrastructure could support a cost-

efficient and eco-friendly Olympic bid.

However, the success of India’s Olympic
bid will depend on building consensus among various stakeholders, including state governments.
A collaborative and representative approach is essential for crafting a strong bid that reflects
India’s potential.

The article details a tragic industrial accident at the Escientia
Advanced Sciences Private Limited factory in the Atchutapuram
SEZ, Andhra Pradesh, on August 21.

The explosion caused by a solvent leak led to the deaths of 17
workers leaving families in despair.

The human cost of
factory explosions

Despite multiple industrial accidents in the region, safety measures
remain inadequate, leading to widespread anger among workers and
residents.

The government announced compensation for victims and promised
stricter regulations, but concerns about industrial safety persist.

The incident underscores the recurring issue of negligence and
inadequate safety protocols in Indian industrial units.
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The article delves into the struggles faced by a nomadic

W | community in Maharashtra, which relies on traditional sheep
Pastoralists versus policy .~
- b .,, 3

herding for its livelihood.

.

The community, historically engaged in pastoralism, faces
significant challenges due to strict regulations imposed by the
Forest Department, including a ban on grazing in protected areas.
This restriction has led to dire consequences for their livestock, with
many sheep suffering from illness and starvation due to lack of
fodder and harsh weather conditions.

The community's traditional grazing lands have been increasingly
designated as protected areas, further limiting their access and
exacerbating their plight.

Efforts to address these issues, such as petitions to government
officials and

public protests, yYpSC Relevance

have yielded minimal progress. Chomet s

Environmental 5 .
regulation vs. The conflict between protecting forest ecosystems and

The article highlights the community’s ongoing livelihood issues ing traditional practices such as grazing.
Struggle to balance thelr tradltlonal Way Of Ilfe W'th o rpmplemantaton The challenges in enforcing regulations that affect traditional

and its impact on livelihoods and the need for balanced policies.

legal constraints and environmental regulations, communities
.. . . - Socio-economic Disparities faced by marginalized communities due to policy
emphaSIZIng the|r need fOI’ deS|gnated graZ|ng disparities and policy rzsdtrictiqns g?d thg role of government response in
response addressing these issues.
corridors and better support from authorities to

sustain their pastoral lifestyle.

A 30-acre farm in Telangana focuses on culfivating exotic
fruits such as Jabuticaba, dragon fruit, and avocados. Jabuticaba

iy ! Established in 2017, it has become a hub for growing and

ﬂ‘ml:u ' researching these fruits.

The farm has successfully introduced dragon fruit to the

ﬁ region, with a significant impact on local farmers who now
grow the fruit across extensive areas. They also plan to

plant 5 million avocado trees, partnering with international

organizations for quality saplings and technology.

The farm supports around 2,000 farmers and supplies a large number of saplings
annually. It has transformed the local agricultural landscape, shifting focus from traditional crops to high-value
exotic fruits.

Research collaborations and government subsidies for dragon fruit farming highlight its role in innovative
agriculture.

The success of these ventures indicates a growing trend toward exotic fruit cultivation in India, contributing to
economic growth and diversification in agriculture.
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Dragon Fruit

The focus on growing exotic fruits such as

31 August 2024

avocados

Exotic Fruit dragon fruit and avocados showcases Agricultural
Cultivation innovative agricultural practices and Innovation
development.
Economic The cultivation of exotic fruits is positively Economic
affecting local economies and offering new Development, Rural
Impact s PR
income sources for farmers. Livelihood
e Government schemes provide financial support Government
S for dragon fruit cultivation, demonstrating public I Gl CEMT] [T
pp policy's role in agriculture. Policy
Research Research on exotic fruit cultivation is enhancing S L

and agricultural practices and yield, emphasizing Dsvelopment,

Development  the role of R&D in agriculture.

Technological
Advancements

KERALA - The article narrates the struggles of a woman, Rasheeda Bano, living in a
suburban area of Kerala, who has been battling for Indian citizenship
since 2008 after moving from Pakistan.

Despite the challenges, including social ostracism and bureaucratic
hurdles, she has successfully secured citizenship for some of her
children but continues to fight for herself and her youngest son. Her
efforts have involved extensive legal battles, multiple visits to the
Pakistani High Commission, and enduring social isolation due to the
stigma associated with her background.

The article highlights the broader issues faced by individuals of Kerala
origin who moved to Pakistan and later returned, many of whom
struggle to obtain Indian citizenship.

The woman in the story remains determined, engaging in various jobs to support her family while
continuing her fight for legal recognition.

The narrative underscores the need for a more compassionate and streamlined process for such
cases, emphasizing the emotional and financial toll on those affected.
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. Relevant
Core Theme Explanation UPSC Paper
e . .. . Indian Polity
Citizenship The struggles related to the Citizenship Act of 1955 and and
and Legal Citizenship Amendment Act of 2019, focusing on the Go
. o . 2. : vernance
Rights complexities and challenges in acquiring citizenship. (GS-II)
Human Issues of social ostracism, lack of government support, and the Social Justice
Rights and role of the judiciary in protecting the rights of marginalized (GS-II), Essa
Social Justice | individuals. > y
Ethical Ethics,
Governance Bureaucratic challenges and the ethical responsibilities of public Integrity, and
and officials in ensuring justice and fairness in governance. Aptitude (GS-
Bureaucracy IV)
;nnt:rstate The impact of historical events like Partition on individuals, and International
. issues related to international relations and foreign policy Relations
International . . ..
; concerning persons of Indian origin. (GS-1I)
Relations
The intervention by the judiciary, particularly the Kerala High L DL
Role of . . el . . and
o r Court, in safeguarding individual rights and ensuring lawful
Judiciary . : Governance
executive actions. (GS-II)

Avani Lekhara made history as the first Indian woman to win two Paralympic gold medals by
successfully defending her title in the women's 10m air rifle event, setting a new record score in Paris on
Friday.
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Cyclone Asna forms Cyclone Asna, a rare land-originating cyclone, has formed over the Kutch coast

over Kutch; heavy in Gujarat and parts of Pakistan, heading towards the Arabian Sea.
rain batters Gujarat

‘The Hindu Bureau wards towards north A.P.
NEW DELHI and adjoining south Od

o i omet aiomsimarnete | This is the first cyclonic storm in August in the Arabian Sea since 1976.
Pakistan, the India Meteor-  both States.
ological Department (IMD) The build-up from cy-
said on Friday. The cyclon-  clone Asna resulted in tor-
ic storm - arare land-orig-  rential rainfall in Gujarat
Pesde o the N e cdents i Gt aimed It has caused heavy rainfall in Gujarat, leading to 32 deaths and displacing over
further away from the than 18,000 people have
vmshmm coast in the next  been a relocated, d’and
I o oy B 18,000 people.
clone, light to moderate In some cases, security
places in Gujarat and hea-  evacuate people to safer lo-
vy to very heavy rainfall cations, according to the
was reported at isolated State Emergency Opera
places in Kutch and adjoin-  tion Centre (SEOC). It re- ey . . . .
mie g et | Additionally, a low-pressure area in the Bay of Bengal is expected to intensify
‘This is the first cyclonic ~ fall so far, and more rain
storm in the Arabian Seain  has been forecast till Sep- . . . . . . .
August since 1976. The tember 5. Regionwise,
mmmme i e meSezees | into a depression, bringing light rain to Andhra Pradesh and Odisha.
one to be acknowledged or mm(all, Saurashtra u«%,
ind 2023, only three cy- suurh Gujarat 111%.
clonic storms formed in Vadodara, the worst-hit
the Arabian Sea in August  city from the recent down-
(in 1976, 1964, and 1944), o

v sropped
Siulameonsy 3 well i Howeres sl Aspect Land-Originating Cyclone Sea-Originating Cyclone
‘marked low pressure area  low-lying areas’ remain

—avery early precursor to flooded.
St Rl in August s .
A i fouh 0 3 tch e Formation ~ Forms over land or coastal areas Forms over warm ocean waters
Odisha. It is likely to move ~ what the IMD forecast on
further  westnorthwest-  August 1

Frequency  Rare More common

Intensity Generally less intense Typically more intense

Movement Influenced by local geography Driven by large-scale atmospheric patterns
e ———— Impact Often localized, with significant rainfall Extensive flooding, storm surges

flooded underpass on the outskirts of Ahmedabad. e¢

Lateral Entry and Reservation

Senior ICAR scientists hired laterally without reservation
Issues at ICAR

Kunal Shankar “Scientists  who  have Over 2,700 scientists  ments, there are more than
A. M. Jigeesh served for more than 25 Core problem were hired through 2700 who have been hired
NEW DELHICHENNAL Years at ‘m.‘:’ d‘h"‘e XE‘S’ Aresolution by an association representing about 3,750 ICAR interviews only, “‘XE“:“Y‘:E‘Z"O'B ASRB
o ere recruiéd by e o e o out reseryation, gt 203
More than 2,700 scientists ~ [Agricultural Scientists Re- reervation norms since 2007 advertisement to fill se-

atindiastop farm research ~ cruitment] examination niorlevel positions relies

body — aceounting foram e ot oting semi KNP * ;awm;wsyswm& * e cven analily?, o lener rom Since 2007, over 2,700 senior-level
"

overwhelming majority of  [Research ~ Management  pre*cafone uith over2syes ICAR exempting such va-
T 2 e it grade of Senior e e - e
senior-level hires at the In- ~ Positions] and RMP pOsi  seientstor above Chonce ot promotion o Across its eight divisions.  cancies from the reserva-

senior posts Of the current 6,304 on  tion policy. While this does SCientiStS at the Indian Council Of

= Forum flags conficeits Tolls, 4,420 hold the  not violate existing norms,

dian Council of Agricultu- tions as the scientists re-

i = Two-thirds of
ral Research (ICAR) - have  cruited through lateral en- o thirds o

Scientists are hired

been recruited through lat-  try are blocking the  through angle-eniry mmm between these two grade of Scientsts, whoare it overlooks the 1995 Con: .
eral entry since 2007, un-  opportunities.” sytem,whichis subject groupsolscientitsand  rectuited through the sin-  stitutional amendment in- Ag 1t 1R h (IC AR) h
dermining the goals of the o reservation rules tonic work culture gle-entry system that ad-  troducing Article 16(4A) ricultura esearc ave
reservation policy, docu-  No SC/ST reservation heres to reservation poli-  enabling reservations to be .
ments accessed by The The resolution adds that ment arm for India's 113 ICAR scientists are ap- cies, The remaining 1,884 followed in promotions for b d h h 1 1
Hindu reveal. the lateral entry system in  Centrall icultural  pointed thisexam-  positions — comprising Se- ~ SCs and STs. A five-judge cen recrulte t roug atera entry’
‘A July 29 resolution of ICAR does not provide re- research institutes. The re-  ination process. nior Scientists, Principal  bench of the SC in 2006 in . . . .
the Agricultural Research  servation for SC/ST [Sche-  ports show that RMPs —  They still form the core  Scientists,  Directors, Nagaraj Vs Union of India b h l
Service Scientists'Forum ~  duled Caste and Tribe]  thoseatthe grade of Senior of ts agri researchers but  Heads of Divisions (HoD),  upheld the amendments as ypassing tne reservation poucies

an association represent-  candidates, violating the ~ Scientist or above - arere-  they have lttle chance to  Heads of Regional Centres  constitutionally valid while

ingabout3,750 scientistsat ~ Constitution and disap-  cruited through “direct/lat-  make it to senior posts, (HoRC), Project Coordina- leaving it to the States to f S h d 1 d C SC d
ICAR -~ hassoughtabanon  pointing those who have eral entry” or “recruit- which are filled through tors (PCs), Directors-Gen- decide the adequacy of re- meant tor Schedule astes an

lateral entry into the re- joined the institution ment by interviews”. On the lateral entry system. eral, Additional and Depu-  servation based on quanti-

search body. The resolu- through the examination the other hand, there is the The ICAR is one of the ty Directors-General - fiable data. S h d 1 d T b ST
tion saysthat the lateralen-  system. three-tier selection process  largest agricultural and al-  have been filled through It should be noted that chedule ripes .
trysystem “creates conflict  The Hindu reviewed the  — based on qualification, a  lied activities research bo-  the direct interview, or lat-  the recruitment of scien-

amongthese two groups of  annual assessment reports  National Eligibility Test, dies globally. It employs eral entry process, which tists to government depart-

scientists” and has made  of the Agricultural Scien-  and an interview ~ called 6,304 scientists, as per a  restricts affirmative action ments such as Space,

for a “toxic” work culture tists Recruitment Board  the “single entry system”, July 2020 office memo.  policiestobeonly followed  Atomic Energy, and Earth
o o the Sy’ 1adds:  Boand o ICARS Kecrut Hon Fales Pwohinds of o3 postient dnce 1997 chuding pot " appoim. b eeraon ot This method has led to conflicts and a
"toxic" work environment, according
to an Agricultural Research Service
Scientists’ Forum resolution. The forum is advocating for a ban on lateral entry due to its negative impact
on career progression for those hired through the traditional examination process.

Currently, ICAR employs about 6,304 scientists. Of these, 1,884 senior positions are filled through lateral
entry, which does not adhere to affirmative action policies, unlike the single-entry system that follows
reservation rules. The reservation policy's exclusion from senior-level recruitment was supported by a
1994 ICAR letter, but recent amendments to the Constitution have introduced provisions for reservation
in promotions, which remain unaddressed in ICAR’s current practices.

The article highlights the discrepancies in recruitment practices at ICAR and the broader issue of
reservation implementation in government research institutions.
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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Kerala government, re-
presented by senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, in the Su-
preme Court on Friday
made an oral mentioning
about the formation of a
Constitution Bench to exa-
mine whether a State has
an “enforceable right” to
raise its borrowing limits
over and above the cap
fixed by the Union
government.

The oral mentioning was
‘made before ChiefJustice of
India D.Y. Chandrachud by
senior advocate Kapil Sibal
for Kerala.

The reference to a Con-
stitution Bench was made
by a two-judge Bench of
Justices Surya Kant and KV.
Viswanathan in April this
year on the basis of an origi-
nal suit filed by Kerala.
Chief Justice Chandrachud
agreed to look into it.

The reference had raised
seminal  questions on
whether “fiscal decentrali-
sation” was an aspect of In-
dian federalism and if cen-
tral regulations fixing net
borrowing  ceilings on
States were a violation of
the principles of
federalism.

The court had also re-
ferred to the Constitution
Bench the issue of whether
financial restrictions intro-
duced by the Centre had
meted out a_differential
treatment to Kerala com-
pared to other States.

‘Examine restrictions’
The two-judge Bench furth-
er asked the Constitution
Bench to examine if the
borrowing restrictions of
the Centre were in conflict
with the role assigned to
the Reserve Bank of India
as the “public debt manag-
er”.

Finally, Justice Kant's

Top court to set up five-judge
Bench to hear Kerala’s plea
on ceiling on net borrowing

Bench had framed the
question whether it was
mandatory for the Centre
to have prior consultation
with States for giving effect
to the recommendations of
the Finance Commission.

However, the court had
been skeptical about Kera-
la’s prowess to use its funds
wisely. It had refused to
pass any judicial order di-
recting the Union govern-
ment to lift the net borrow-
ing ceiling for Kerala or
enable the State to borrow
26,226 crore on an imme-
diate basis. The Bench had
observed that the Centre
had already allowed a “sub-
stantial relief"of 13608
crore to the State for it to
tide over the immediate
crisis.

The Division Bench not-
ed that there was a vacuum
in law concerning Article
293 of the Constitution,
which dealt with the finan-
cial borrowings by States.

conflict with the Reserve Bank of India's role as the public debt manager, and whether the
Centre must consult States before implementing Finance Commission recommendations.

The court, however, has expressed skepticism about Kerala's ability to use additional funds wisely
and declined to immediately lift the borrowing ceiling. Kerala has already been granted some
relief, and the court highlighted a legal gap regarding Article 293 of the Constitution on State

borrowings.

The Kerala government, represented by senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, has requested the formation of a Constitution
Bench in the Supreme Court to address whether States
have an "enforceable right" to exceed the borrowing
limits set by the Union government.

This request follows a reference made by a two-judge
Bench in April, which raised questions about fiscal
decentralization and its compatibility with federalism
principles.

The Constitution Bench is asked to explore whether central
borrowing restrictions violate federal principles, and
whether these restrictions have unfairly impacted Kerala
compared to other States.

Additionally, the Bench will assess if these borrowing limits

r.b

China reasserts its claims in regional disputes, pushes rivals’ limi

China is intensifying its assertive tactics across
contested territories in the South China Sea, Taiwan
Strait, and East China Sea, aiming to wear down
regional rivals and expand its influence.

Recent confrontations include blocking Philippine ships

around Taiwan and Japanese-controlled islands.

Analysts suggest China’s strategy is to challenge rivals while taking advantage of U.S. distractions and

uncertainties.

near disputed reefs and increasing military activity
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"News Highlights: Key Updates in Brief"

* The Himachal Pradesh passed a Bill to raise the
minimum marriage age to 21.

Three weeks before Sri Lanka’s Presidential
election, Indian NSA Ajit Doval met key candidates
and leaders in Colombo. Discussions centered on
economic and security collaboration, energy
projects, and support for ethnic minorities. Doval
also signed the Colombo Security Conclave
charter and MoU, and India committed to energy
initiatives in Sri Lanka.

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
informed Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
that the state must sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for the PM-SHRI scheme,
which aims to develop exemplar schools.

The Assam Assembly has abolished a colonial-era
rule allowing Muslim members a two-hour break
for Friday namaz, prioritizing legislative
productivity.

The Union government has issued an advisory
allowing LGBTQIA+ individuals to open joint
bank accounts with their partners and nominate each
other as beneficiaries. This follows a Supreme Court
directive for equal entitlements for LGBTQIA+
couples, despite not recognizing same-sex marriage.
The advisory, effective from August 28, aligns with
previous private bank practices and is part of
broader efforts to define rights for queer couples.

A global shortage of chipsets is disrupting the
production of consumer durables, impacting
availability for the upcoming festival season. Delays
in component shipments and supply chain issues,
exacerbated by tensions in West Asia, are affecting
stock levels.

India’s core sector output grew by 6.1% in July,
rebounding from a revised 4% growth in June. The
increase was driven by a 6.6% rise in refinery
products, a 5.3% increase in fertilizer output, and a
7.2% rise in steel production. However, electricity
generation growth fell to 7%, natural gas production
contracted by 1.3%, and coal output growth eased.
Crude oil output continued to decline. Economists
anticipate the core sectors' growth to average

between 5.5% and 6% this year, supported by
increased public capital expenditure.

The core sector refers to the key
industries in an economy that are
crucial for its overall industrial
performance and economic growth. In
India, the core sector includes sectors
such as coal, crude oil, natural gas,
refinery products, steel, cement,
electricity, and fertilizers. These sectors
are significant because they have a
substantial impact on the broader
industrial activity and economic health
of the country.

* Pakistan relaxed bidding rules to directly award a $2
billion contract to China for constructing a key
section of the Karakoram Highway, crucial for
China-Pakistan connectivity.

* At the Pacific Islands Forum in Tonga, leaders
endorsed a major regional police training initiative
funded by Australia and reaffirmed Taiwan’s
participation despite Chinese opposition. The forum
also addressed climate finance, deep-sea mining,
and regional security concerns, with some members
pushing back against the French handling of unrest
in New Caledonia.
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Practice Mains Question

1. "Hate speech by elected authorities targeting specific communities can exacerbate social tensions
and hinder all-round development. In the context of recent events in Assam, critically examine the
impact of such rhetoric on communal harmony and the challenges it poses to the secular fabric of
India. Suggest measures to address this issue while upholding constitutional values." (Answer in
250 words)

2. Discuss the impact of shifting categorizations of sex and gender on governance and policy-making,
social justice, and individual rights. How do these changes challenge traditional norms and what
role does science and technology play in this transformation? (Answer in 250 words)

3. ‘"India's ambition to host the 2036 Olympic Games reflects not only a desire for global recognition
but also a test of the country's ability to build consensus and strengthen its sports infrastructure.
Discuss the challenges and opportunities associated with hosting a mega sporting event like the
Olympics in India, considering factors such as federalism, economic investment, and international
diplomacy." (Answer in 250 words)

4. Analyze the key factors contributing to the recent pharmaceutical factory explosion in
Atchutapuram SEZ. Discuss the shortcomings in safety protocols and regulatory oversight, and
propose specific reforms to prevent such incidents. (Answer in 250 words)
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1. With reference to India’s bid to host the 2036 Olympic
Games, consider the following statements:

1. Sports is a subject under the Union List in the
Seventh Schedule of the Indian Constitution.

2. Tamil Nadu has the highest number of Olympic-
standard sports infrastructure facilities among
Indian states.

3. The selection process for hosting the Olympics
now involves confidential exchanges with the
Future Host Commission set up by the
International Olympic Committee (I0C).

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
Answer: b) 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
. Statement 1: Incorrect. Sports is a subject under

the State List in the Seventh Schedule of the
Indian Constitution.

. Statement 2: Correct. Tamil Nadu leads in terms
of Olympic-standard sports infrastructure facilities
in India.

. Statement 3: Correct. The revamped Olympic

host selection process involves confidential
exchanges with the Future Host Commission
(FHC) established by the IOC.

2. Consider the following statements regarding the PM-
SHRI scheme:

1. The PM-SHRI scheme was launched to develop
over 14,500 schools as exemplar institutions.

2. The scheme requires each State and Union
Territory to sign a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Ministry of Education.

3. The scheme focuses on integrating vocational
training into the curriculum of the selected
schools.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

Explanation:

1. Statement 1: The PM-SHRI scheme was
launched to develop over 14,500 schools as
exemplar institutions.

o Correct. The PM-SHRI scheme aims to
develop over 14,500 selected schools as
exemplar institutions that can provide
leadership and showcase the initiatives
of the National Education Policy
(NEP)-2020.

2. Statement 2: The scheme requires each State
and Union Territory to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Ministry of
Education.

o Correct. States and Union Territories
are required to sign an MoU with the
Ministry of Education to participate in
the PM-SHRI scheme.
3. Statement 3: The scheme focuses on integrating
vocational training into the curriculum of the
selected schools.

o Incorrect. The PM-SHRI scheme
focuses on developing schools as
exemplar institutions showcasing
NEP-2020 initiatives but does not
specifically focus on integrating
vocational training into the curriculum.

Thus, statements 1 and 2 are correct.
3. In the context of recent developments in the
Paralympics, which of the following statements about

Avani Lekhara are correct?

1. Avani Lekhara made history by becoming the first

Indian woman to win two Paralympic gold medals.

2. She successfully defended her title in the women’s
10m air rifle event at the Paris 2024 Paralympics.

Select the correct answer using the codes below:
A.land?2

B. 1 only

C.2 only

D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: A. 1 and 2
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Explanation:

Avani Lekhara made history as the first Indian woman to win
two Paralympic gold medals and successfully defended her
title in the women’s 10m air rifle event at the Paris 2024
Paralympics.

4. Consider the following statements regarding recent
cyclonic activities:

1. Cyclone Asna, a rare land-originating cyclone, has
formed over the Kutch coast in Gujarat and parts of
Pakistan.

2. Cyclone Asna is the first cyclonic storm in August

in the Arabian Sea since 1976.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1only

B.2 only

C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: C. Both 1 and 2
Explanation:

. Statement 1 is correct: Cyclone Asna has formed
over the Kutch coast in Gujarat and parts of
Pakistan.

. Statement 2 is correct: Cyclone Asna is the first
cyclonic storm in August in the Arabian Sea since
1976.

5. Recently, the Himachal Pradesh Assembly passed a Bill
related to marriage age. What is the new minimum
marriage age set by this Bill?

A. 18 years
B. 19 years
C. 20 years
D. 21 years

Answer: D. 21 years

6. The Assam Assembly has abolished a colonial-era rule
related to which practice?

A. Allowing extra leave for religious observances
B. Providing a two-hour break for Friday namaz

C. Mandating bilingual education in schools
D. Establishing quotas for minority communities

Answer: B. Providing a two-hour break for Friday namaz

7. The Union government recently issued an advisory for
LGBTQIA+ individuals concerning which financial
facility?

A. Access to pension funds

B. Joint bank accounts and nominations
C. Tax rebates for same-sex couples

D. Insurance policies

Answer: B. Joint bank accounts and nominations

8. The core sector in India includes which of the following
industries?

A. Textile and electronics

B. Coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, steel,
cement, electricity, fertilizers

C. Agriculture and livestock

D. Information technology and telecommunications

Answer: B. Coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products,
steel, cement, electricity, fertilizers

9. At the Pacific Islands Forum in Tonga, leaders endorsed
a regional police training initiative funded by which
country?

A. United States
B. Australia

C. Japan

D. China

Answer: B. Australia

10. Pakistan's recent relaxation of bidding rules involved
awarding a $2 billion contract to China for which
infrastructure project?

A. Gwadar Port Expansion

B. Thakot-Raikot section of the Karakoram Highway
C. Diamer-Basha Dam

D. Islamabad Metro

Answer: B. Thakot-Raikot section of the Karakoram
Highway
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End of Summary

This marks the end of today's summary from The Hindu. We trust this
has added value to your exam preparation. Keep engaging with current
affairs to sharpen your insights and strengthen your knowledge. We'll
be back tomorrow with more updates to guide you on your path to

success.

Thank you for reading. Stay focused and dedicated!

Understanding current affairs is crucial for UPSC/State PSC
preparation, as it bridges the gap between theoretical knowledge and
real-world application, ensuring that candidates are well-informed,
relevant, and capable of making insightful analyses on contemporary
issues.

Stay Updated

Revisit Earlier Current Affairs for Background Information

Explore Previous Updates
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