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The Danger of Hate Speech by Elected Officials 

Hate speech by elected officials can trigger ethnic violence and atrocities. In 
India, some politicians, like Assam's Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, 
use such rhetoric to push divisive agendas.

The Case of Himanta Biswa Sarma 

Sarma has made communally charged remarks against the minority Bengali 
Muslim community in Assam, including statements opposing their presence 
in Upper Assam following a recent gangrape incident.

Violation of Constitutional Oath 

These statements violate Sarma's oath to uphold India's secular Constitution 
and worsen communal tensions in a state with a history of ethnic violence.

Lack of Action and Need for Reform 

The Union government and BJP leadership have not restrained Sarma, 
despite his divisive rhetoric. For Assam, one of the poorest states in India, ending hate speech is 
crucial for achieving all-round development. A communally charged environment hinders 
progress and negatively impacts the lives of the people in the state.

India's Economic Growth in Q1 2024-25 

India's real GDP growth for the first quarter of FY 2024-25 is 6.7%, below 
the RBI's projection of 7.1%. GVA growth is slightly higher at 6.8%, 
indicating cooling economic momentum.

Impact of Monsoon and Inflation 

Uneven monsoons and high food prices have affected the anticipated boost 
in the farm sector, rural demand, and private consumption.

Disruptions and Growth Projections 

Private consumption reached a six-quarter peak of 7.4%, but public 
capital expenditure has been disrupted by the general election. RBI warns of 
potential growth losses if interest rate cuts are delayed. Growth is expected 
to be 6.5% to 7%, with a medium-term potential of 6.5%.

Call for Economic Reforms 

IMF's Gita Gopinath calls for urgent reforms and improved institutional efficiency to boost 
growth and create employment opportunities for India's youth.
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Understanding Changing Views on Sex 
and Gender


The article looks at how our ideas about sex and 
gender are changing and causing confusion and 
debate.

1. Olympic Controversies: At the 2024 Paris 
Olympics, there were notable cases where athletes 
faced issues due to sex and weight categories. For 
example, Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat was 
disqualified for being just a little overweight, while 
Algerian boxer Imane Khelif faced questions about 
her gender identity, which led to her disqualification 
from a previous event.

2. Sex vs. Gender: Traditionally, sex (male or female) was seen as a fixed biological fact. 
But now, many people view sex as 
something that can be chosen based on 
personal feelings, not just biology. This 
shift is creating debates about how we 
understand and categorize sex and gender.

3. Governance Issues: Throughout history, 
defining categories like citizenship and 
crime has caused conflicts. Today, similar 
debates are happening about things like 
ethnicity and social justice.

4. Changing Individual Identity: Modern society values personal choice and individual 
autonomy, including the ability to change one's body to match one's gender identity. This 
is challenging traditional views that sex and gender are fixed.

5. Science and Technology: Advances in medicine 
are making it possible for people to change their sex 
through medical procedures. This is adding 
complexity to how we understand and categorize sex 
and gender.

6. Liberalism’s Paradox: Liberalism supports 
individual rights and personal choices but also 
struggles with internal contradictions, especially 

when it comes to accommodating diverse views on gender and identity.

In short, the article explores how our traditional categories for sex and gender are being 
questioned and changed, leading to new debates about identity and societal norms.
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The article details a tragic industrial accident at the Escientia 
Advanced Sciences Private Limited factory in the Atchutapuram 
SEZ, Andhra Pradesh, on August 21. 


The explosion caused by a solvent leak led to the deaths of 17 
workers leaving families in despair. 


Despite multiple industrial accidents in the region, safety measures 
remain inadequate, leading to widespread anger among workers and 
residents. 


The government announced compensation for victims and promised 
stricter regulations, but concerns about industrial safety persist. 


The incident underscores the recurring issue of negligence and 
inadequate safety protocols in Indian industrial units.

The article discusses India's ambitious goal of hosting the 
2036 Olympic Games, announced by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

Although India has never hosted the Olympics and has 
limited infrastructure, the country’s growing sporting 
prowess makes the dream feasible. 

The selection process for the host city involves rigorous 
assessments by the International Olympic Committee's 
(IOC) Future Host Commission, which evaluates factors 

such as infrastructure, environmental concerns, and human rights standards.

India’s preparations began with the successful hosting of the 2010 Commonwealth Games and 
the launch of the Khelo India Scheme in 2017, which aims to improve grassroots sports 
infrastructure and identify talented athletes. 

Tamil Nadu leads in terms of infrastructure, 
with other states like Delhi and Odisha also 
having significant facilities. The article 
suggests that leveraging these states' 
existing infrastructure could support a cost-
efficient and eco-friendly Olympic bid.

However, the success of India’s Olympic 
bid will depend on building consensus among various stakeholders, including state governments. 
A collaborative and representative approach is essential for crafting a strong bid that reflects 
India’s potential.
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A 30-acre farm in Telangana focuses on cultivating exotic 
fruits such as Jabuticaba, dragon fruit, and avocados. 

Established in 2017, it has become a hub for growing and 
researching these fruits. 

The farm has successfully introduced dragon fruit to the 
region, with a significant impact on local farmers who now 
grow the fruit across extensive areas. They also plan to 
plant 5 million avocado trees, partnering with international 

organizations for quality saplings and technology.

The farm supports around 2,000 farmers and supplies a large number of saplings 
annually. It has transformed the local agricultural landscape, shifting focus from traditional crops to high-value 
exotic fruits. 

Research collaborations and government subsidies for dragon fruit farming highlight its role in innovative 
agriculture. 

The success of these ventures indicates a growing trend toward exotic fruit cultivation in India, contributing to 
economic growth and diversification in agriculture.

The article delves into the struggles faced by a nomadic 
community in Maharashtra, which relies on traditional sheep 
herding for its livelihood. 


The community, historically engaged in pastoralism, faces 
significant challenges due to strict regulations imposed by the 
Forest Department, including a ban on grazing in protected areas. 

This restriction has led to dire consequences for their livestock, with 
many sheep suffering from illness and starvation due to lack of 
fodder and harsh weather conditions.


The community's traditional grazing lands have been increasingly 
designated as protected areas, further limiting their access and 
exacerbating their plight. 


Efforts to address these issues, such as petitions to government 
o ffi c i a l s a n d 
public protests, 

have yielded minimal progress. 


The article highlights the community’s ongoing 
struggle to balance their traditional way of life with 
legal constraints and environmental regulations, 
emphasizing their need for designated grazing 
corridors and better support from authorities to 
sustain their pastoral lifestyle.
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The article narrates the struggles of a woman, Rasheeda Bano, living in a 
suburban area of Kerala, who has been battling for Indian citizenship 
since 2008 after moving from Pakistan. 


Despite the challenges, including social ostracism and bureaucratic 
hurdles, she has successfully secured citizenship for some of her 
children but continues to fight for herself and her youngest son. Her 
efforts have involved extensive legal battles, multiple visits to the 
Pakistani High Commission, and enduring social isolation due to the 
stigma associated with her background.


The article highlights the broader issues faced by individuals of Kerala 
origin who moved to Pakistan and later returned, many of whom 
struggle to obtain Indian citizenship. 


The woman in the story remains determined, engaging in various jobs to support her family while 
continuing her fight for legal recognition. 


The narrative underscores the need for a more compassionate and streamlined process for such 
cases, emphasizing the emotional and financial toll on those affected.
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Avani Lekhara made history as the first Indian woman to win two Paralympic gold medals by 
successfully defending her title in the women's 10m air rifle event, setting a new record score in Paris on 
Friday.
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Lateral Entry and Reservation 
Issues at ICAR 

Since 2007, over 2,700 senior-level 
scientists at the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) have 
been recruited through lateral entry, 
bypassing the reservation policies 
meant for Scheduled Castes (SC) and 
Scheduled Tribes (ST). 

This method has led to conflicts and a 
"toxic" work environment, according 

to an Agricultural Research Service 
Scientists’ Forum resolution. The forum is advocating for a ban on lateral entry due to its negative impact 
on career progression for those hired through the traditional examination process.

Currently, ICAR employs about 6,304 scientists. Of these, 1,884 senior positions are filled through lateral 
entry, which does not adhere to affirmative action policies, unlike the single-entry system that follows 
reservation rules. The reservation policy's exclusion from senior-level recruitment was supported by a 
1994 ICAR letter, but recent amendments to the Constitution have introduced provisions for reservation 
in promotions, which remain unaddressed in ICAR’s current practices.

The article highlights the discrepancies in recruitment practices at ICAR and the broader issue of 
reservation implementation in government research institutions.

Cyclone Asna, a rare land-originating cyclone, has formed over the Kutch coast 
in Gujarat and parts of Pakistan, heading towards the Arabian Sea. 


This is the first cyclonic storm in August in the Arabian Sea since 1976. 


It has caused heavy rainfall in Gujarat, leading to 32 deaths and displacing over 
18,000 people.


Additionally, a low-pressure area in the Bay of Bengal is expected to intensify 
into a depression, bringing light rain to Andhra Pradesh and Odisha.
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China is intensifying its assertive tactics across 
contested territories in the South China Sea, Taiwan 
Strait, and East China Sea, aiming to wear down 
regional rivals and expand its influence. 


Recent confrontations include blocking Philippine ships 
near disputed reefs and increasing military activity 

around Taiwan and Japanese-controlled islands. 


Analysts suggest China’s strategy is to challenge rivals while taking advantage of U.S. distractions and 
uncertainties.

The Kerala government, represented by senior advocate 
Kapil Sibal, has requested the formation of a Constitution 
Bench in the Supreme Court to address whether States 
have an "enforceable right" to exceed the borrowing 
limits set by the Union government. 

This request follows a reference made by a two-judge 
Bench in April, which raised questions about fiscal 
decentralization and its compatibility with federalism 
principles. 

The Constitution Bench is asked to explore whether central 
borrowing restrictions violate federal principles, and 
whether these restrictions have unfairly impacted Kerala 
compared to other States.

Additionally, the Bench will assess if these borrowing limits 
conflict with the Reserve Bank of India's role as the public debt manager, and whether the 
Centre must consult States before implementing Finance Commission recommendations. 

The court, however, has expressed skepticism about Kerala's ability to use additional funds wisely 
and declined to immediately lift the borrowing ceiling. Kerala has already been granted some 
relief, and the court highlighted a legal gap regarding Article 293 of the Constitution on State 
borrowings.
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"News Highlights: Key Updates in Brief"

• The Himachal Pradesh passed a Bill to raise the 
minimum marriage age to 21. 

• Three weeks before Sri Lanka’s Presidential 
election, Indian NSA Ajit Doval met key candidates 
and leaders in Colombo. Discussions centered on 
economic and security collaboration, energy 
projects, and support for ethnic minorities. Doval 
also signed the Colombo Security Conclave 
charter and MoU, and India committed to energy 
initiatives in Sri Lanka. 

• Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
informed Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin 
that the state must sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for the PM-SHRI scheme, 
which aims to develop exemplar schools. 

• The Assam Assembly has abolished a colonial-era 
rule allowing Muslim members a two-hour break 
for Friday namaz, prioritizing legislative 
productivity. 

• The Union government has issued an advisory 
allowing LGBTQIA+ individuals to open joint 
bank accounts with their partners and nominate each 
other as beneficiaries. This follows a Supreme Court 
directive for equal entitlements for LGBTQIA+ 
couples, despite not recognizing same-sex marriage. 
The advisory, effective from August 28, aligns with 
previous private bank practices and is part of 
broader efforts to define rights for queer couples. 

• A global shortage of chipsets is disrupting the 
production of consumer durables, impacting 
availability for the upcoming festival season. Delays 
in component shipments and supply chain issues, 
exacerbated by tensions in West Asia, are affecting 
stock levels. 

• India’s core sector output grew by 6.1% in July, 
rebounding from a revised 4% growth in June. The 
increase was driven by a 6.6% rise in refinery 
products, a 5.3% increase in fertilizer output, and a 
7.2% rise in steel production. However, electricity 
generation growth fell to 7%, natural gas production 
contracted by 1.3%, and coal output growth eased. 
Crude oil output continued to decline. Economists 
anticipate the core sectors' growth to average 

between 5.5% and 6% this year, supported by 
increased public capital expenditure. 

The core sector refers to the key 
industries in an economy that are 
crucial for its overall industrial 
performance and economic growth. In 
India, the core sector includes sectors 
such as coal, crude oil, natural gas, 
refinery products, steel, cement, 
electricity, and fertilizers. These sectors 
are significant because they have a 
substantial impact on the broader 
industrial activity and economic health 
of the country. 

• Pakistan relaxed bidding rules to directly award a $2 
billion contract to China for constructing a key 
section of the Karakoram Highway, crucial for 
China-Pakistan connectivity. 

• At the Pacific Islands Forum in Tonga, leaders 
endorsed a major regional police training initiative 
funded by Australia and reaffirmed Taiwan’s 
participation despite Chinese opposition. The forum 
also addressed climate finance, deep-sea mining, 
and regional security concerns, with some members 
pushing back against the French handling of unrest 
in New Caledonia. 
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1. "Hate speech by elected authorities targeting specific communities can exacerbate social tensions 
and hinder all-round development. In the context of recent events in Assam, critically examine the 
impact of such rhetoric on communal harmony and the challenges it poses to the secular fabric of 
India. Suggest measures to address this issue while upholding constitutional values." (Answer in 
250 words)


2. Discuss the impact of shifting categorizations of sex and gender on governance and policy-making, 
social justice, and individual rights. How do these changes challenge traditional norms and what 
role does science and technology play in this transformation? (Answer in 250 words)


3. "India's ambition to host the 2036 Olympic Games reflects not only a desire for global recognition 
but also a test of the country's ability to build consensus and strengthen its sports infrastructure. 
Discuss the challenges and opportunities associated with hosting a mega sporting event like the 
Olympics in India, considering factors such as federalism, economic investment, and international 
diplomacy." (Answer in 250 words)


4. Analyze the key factors contributing to the recent pharmaceutical factory explosion in 
Atchutapuram SEZ. Discuss the shortcomings in safety protocols and regulatory oversight, and 
propose specific reforms to prevent such incidents. (Answer in 250 words)
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Practice Prelims Question

1.  With reference to India’s bid to host the 2036 Olympic 
Games, consider the following statements:

1. Sports is a subject under the Union List in the 
Seventh Schedule of the Indian Constitution.

2. Tamil Nadu has the highest number of Olympic-
standard sports infrastructure facilities among 
Indian states.

3. The selection process for hosting the Olympics 
now involves confidential exchanges with the 
Future Host Commission set up by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC).

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: b) 2 and 3 only

Explanation:

• Statement 1: Incorrect. Sports is a subject under 
the State List in the Seventh Schedule of the 
Indian Constitution.

• Statement 2: Correct. Tamil Nadu leads in terms 
of Olympic-standard sports infrastructure facilities 
in India.

• Statement 3: Correct. The revamped Olympic 
host selection process involves confidential 
exchanges with the Future Host Commission 
(FHC) established by the IOC.

2. Consider the following statements regarding the PM-
SHRI scheme:

1. The PM-SHRI scheme was launched to develop 
over 14,500 schools as exemplar institutions.

2. The scheme requires each State and Union 
Territory to sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Ministry of Education.

3. The scheme focuses on integrating vocational 
training into the curriculum of the selected 
schools.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

Explanation:

1. Statement 1: The PM-SHRI scheme was 
launched to develop over 14,500 schools as 
exemplar institutions.

◦ Correct. The PM-SHRI scheme aims to 
develop over 14,500 selected schools as 
exemplar institutions that can provide 
leadership and showcase the initiatives 
of the National Education Policy 
(NEP)-2020.

2. Statement 2: The scheme requires each State 
and Union Territory to sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Ministry of 
Education.

◦ Correct. States and Union Territories 
are required to sign an MoU with the 
Ministry of Education to participate in 
the PM-SHRI scheme.

3. Statement 3: The scheme focuses on integrating 
vocational training into the curriculum of the 
selected schools.

◦ Incorrect. The PM-SHRI scheme 
focuses on developing schools as 
exemplar institutions showcasing 
NEP-2020 initiatives but does not 
specifically focus on integrating 
vocational training into the curriculum.

Thus, statements 1 and 2 are correct.

3. In the context of recent developments in the 
Paralympics, which of the following statements about 
Avani Lekhara are correct?

1. Avani Lekhara made history by becoming the first 
Indian woman to win two Paralympic gold medals.

2. She successfully defended her title in the women’s 
10m air rifle event at the Paris 2024 Paralympics.

Select the correct answer using the codes below:

A. 1 and 2 
B. 1 only 
C. 2 only 
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: A. 1 and 2
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Explanation:

Avani Lekhara made history as the first Indian woman to win 
two Paralympic gold medals and successfully defended her 
title in the women’s 10m air rifle event at the Paris 2024 
Paralympics.

4. Consider the following statements regarding recent 
cyclonic activities:

1. Cyclone Asna, a rare land-originating cyclone, has 
formed over the Kutch coast in Gujarat and parts of 
Pakistan.

2. Cyclone Asna is the first cyclonic storm in August 
in the Arabian Sea since 1976.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: C. Both 1 and 2

Explanation:

• Statement 1 is correct: Cyclone Asna has formed 
over the Kutch coast in Gujarat and parts of 
Pakistan.

• Statement 2 is correct: Cyclone Asna is the first 
cyclonic storm in August in the Arabian Sea since 
1976.

5. Recently, the Himachal Pradesh Assembly passed a Bill 
related to marriage age. What is the new minimum 
marriage age set by this Bill?

A. 18 years 
B. 19 years 
C. 20 years 
D. 21 years

Answer: D. 21 years

6. The Assam Assembly has abolished a colonial-era rule 
related to which practice?

A. Allowing extra leave for religious observances 
B. Providing a two-hour break for Friday namaz 

C. Mandating bilingual education in schools 
D. Establishing quotas for minority communities

Answer: B. Providing a two-hour break for Friday namaz

7. The Union government recently issued an advisory for 
LGBTQIA+ individuals concerning which financial 
facility?

A. Access to pension funds 
B. Joint bank accounts and nominations 
C. Tax rebates for same-sex couples 
D. Insurance policies

Answer: B. Joint bank accounts and nominations

8. The core sector in India includes which of the following 
industries?

A. Textile and electronics 
B. Coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, steel, 
cement, electricity, fertilizers 
C. Agriculture and livestock 
D. Information technology and telecommunications

Answer: B. Coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, 
steel, cement, electricity, fertilizers

9. At the Pacific Islands Forum in Tonga, leaders endorsed 
a regional police training initiative funded by which 
country?

A. United States 
B. Australia 
C. Japan 
D. China

Answer: B. Australia

10. Pakistan's recent relaxation of bidding rules involved 
awarding a $2 billion contract to China for which 
infrastructure project?

A. Gwadar Port Expansion 
B. Thakot-Raikot section of the Karakoram Highway 
C. Diamer-Basha Dam 
D. Islamabad Metro

Answer: B. Thakot-Raikot section of the Karakoram 
Highway
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