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TODAY’S NEWS

Nagesh Prabhu
BENGALURU

arnataka  Gover-
Knor Thaawar-
chand Gehlot on

Saturday sanctioned the in-
vestigation and prosecu-
tion of Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah in a case of
alleged corruption in the
allotment of land to his
wife by the Mysuru Urban
Development  Authority
(MUDA).

The sanction has been
given based on petitions
submitted by two Bengalu-
ru-based social activists
Pradeep Kumar S.P. and
T.J. Abraham, and Mysuru-
based Snehamayi Krishna.
A six-page communication
to Chief Secretary Shalini
Rajneesh by the Gover-
nor’s Secretariat on Satur-
day said that sanction has
been given under Section
17A [for investigation] of
the Prevention of Corrup-

tion Act, 1988, and Section
218 [for prosecution] of the
Bharatiya Nagarika Su-
raksha Samhitha, 2023,
“for the commission of the
alleged offences men-
tioned in the petitions”.

Later on Saturday, Mr.
Siddaramaiah chaired an
emergency meeting of the
State Cabinet, which un-
animously condemned Mr.
Gehlot’s decision, terming
it “illegal, unconstitutional
and against the spirit of de-
mocracy and federalism”
and decided to fight the
case legally.

The Chief Minister ruled
out his resignation and
thanked his Cabinet col-
leagues for expressing
complete solidarity with
him.

In his communication,
the Governor cited a 2004
ruling by a fivejudge
Bench of the Supreme
Court related to Madhya
Pradesh. He said that the
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top court had held that if
Governors did not use
their discretion based on
facts and circumstances, it
would lead to a “complete
breakdown of rule of law
inasmuch as it would then
be open for governments
to refuse sanction in spite
of overwhelming material
showing that a prime facie
case is made out”.

“Upon perusal of the pe-
tition along with the mate-
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Hot seat: Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and his deputy
D.K. Shivakumar addressing the media on Saturday.
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BJP demands
Siddaramaiah’s
resignation

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party on
Saturday sought the
resignation of Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah to
ensure an “impartial and
independent” probe into his
alleged role in the MUDA site
allotment scam. » PAGE 4

rials in support of the alle-
gations in the petitions and
subsequent reply of Sri Sid-
daramaiah and the advice
of the State Cabinet along
with the legal opinion, it
seems to me that there are
two versions in relation to
the same set of facts,” the
Governor said.

“Itis very necessary that
a neutral, objective and
non-partisan investigation
should be conducted. Tam

prima facie satisfied that
the allegations and the
supporting materials dis-
close commission of of-
fences... I am satisfied that
sanction can be accorded
against Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on the allega-
tions,” he added.

State Ministers and oth-
er Congress leaders ac-
cused the Governor of act-
ing at the behest of the BJP
leadership, accusing the

BJP of misusing the Raj
Bhavan to destabilise the
Congress government in
Karnataka. The Opposition
BJP and Janata Dal(S)
hailed the Governor’s deci-
sion, and reiterated their
demand for Mr. Siddara-
maiah to step down.

How events panned out

The Governor had issued a
show-cause notice to Mr.
Siddaramaiah on July 26,
hours after the complaint
was filed, asking why pro-
secution should not be per-
mitted in the case of al-
leged irregularities in the
distribution of sites in MU-
DA. On August 3, the Chief
Minister replied, denying
the allegations.

In the intervening pe-
riod, on August 1, the State
Cabinet “strongly advised”
Mr. Gehlot to reject the pe-
tition and withdraw the
show-cause notice. The
Chief Minister had recused

Governor gives nod to prosecute Karnataka CM

Emergency meet of State Cabinet says it is ‘illegal, unconstitutional, against spirit of democracy’; Siddaramaiah rules out resignation, thanks Cabinet colleagues for ‘complete
solidarity’; Gehlot cites in his communication a 2004 ruling by a five-judge Supreme Court Bench related to Madhya Pradesh. seeks neutral, objective, and non-partisan probe

himself from the Cabinet
meeting and authorised
his deputy D.K. Shivaku-
mar to chair the meeting of
the Council of Ministers.
The Deputy CM accused
the Union government of
attempting to destabilise a
democratically elected go-
vernment in Karnataka.

The Governor rejected
this advice.

Mr. Siddaramaiah has
been claiming that the MU-
DA had legally allotted 14
alternative residential sites
to his wife Parvathi, in lieu
of “illegally” taking over
her land without any ac-
quisition process. “Accept-
ing the mistake,” a MUDA
committee allotted the al-
ternative sites in 2021, at a
time when the BJP was in
power in Karnataka. The
CM denied any role in the
allotment of sites.
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NEWS ANALYSIS

K. Venkataramanan

Law and politics yield a
complex mix. The issues
arising out of the Karnata-
ka Governor, Thaawar-
chand Gehlot, granting
sanction to prosecute Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah for
alleged irregularities in the
allotment of plots by the
Mysore Urban Develop-
ment Authority are a good
example.

The law relating to a Go-
vernor granting sanction
for a serving CM’s prosecu-
tion is governed not by
statutory provisions alone,
but also a string of court
judgments. In the current
political atmosphere, in
which incumbents in the
Raj Bhavan are seen as
serving the political inter-
ests of the ruling party at
the Centre, it is difficult to
consider  gubernatorial
acts of far-reaching import

Yet, their acts, in a legal

The precedent cited by

ven. In that instance, too,

context, may be justified
on the basis of fact and jud-
icial precedent.

The question whether a
Governor can accord sanc-
tion to prosecute a Chief
Minister on his own discre-
tion, rather than the aid
and advice of the Council
of Ministers, has been ad-
dressed only in a few cases.
The question concerning
the prosecution of former
Maharashtra Chief Minister
AR. Antulay resulted in a
judgment by a two-mem-
ber Supreme Court Bench
in 1982 that held in favour
of the Governor’s discre-
tion. “...when there is to be
a prosecution of the Chief
Minister, the Governor
would ... as a matter of pro-
priety, necessarily act in
his own discretion and not
on the advice of the Coun-
cil of Ministers.” However,
the order was based on a
concession by the State go-
vernment before the court.
The Supreme Court re-

Governor Gehlot in his or-
der — the Maharashtra Spe-
cial Police Establishment
vs. State of Madhya Pra-
desh (2004) — is the closest
possible authority on the
question, although it con-
cerns two Ministers and
not the CM. As in the Geh-
lot-Siddaramaiah instance,
the Madhya Pradesh Cabi-
net had then refused sanc-
tion to prosecute two Mi-
nisters, while the Governor
found that there was suffi-
cient material to do so. A
five-member Constitution
Bench of the Supreme
Court upheld the Gover-
nor’s decision and set
aside the ministerial Coun-
cil’s refusal to grant sanc-
tion. If, on the given facts
and circumstances, the Go-
vernor were not to act in
his own discretion, “there
would be a complete
breakdown of the rule of
law, inasmuch as it would
then be open for Govern-
ments to refuse sanction,

Ongoing row: Siddaramaiah and Thaawarchand Gehlot. FILE PHOTO

prima facie case is made
out,” it said. It cautioned
that if sanction to prose-
cute “high functionaries”
in such cases is refused or
withheld, “democracy it-
self will be at stake”.

Past decisions

The earliest decision to
prosecute a serving Chief
Minister concerned Tamil
Nadu Governor Marri
Channa Reddy and Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa in
1995. Subramanian Swa-
my, then heading the Jana-

prosecute Jayalalithaa on
March 25, 1995, on two cor-
ruption charges. A Division
Bench of the Madras High
Court rejected her chal-
lenge to the sanction order,
citing the Governor’s im-
munity under Article 361
that protected him from
being answerable to any
court regarding his func-
tions. Unfortunately, the
crucial question of law that
Jayalalithaa raised before
the Supreme Court was
never adjudicated. The
question was whether

Summary

own discretion, or on the
aid and advice of the Coun-
cil of Ministers excluding
the Chief Minister. The
matter was referred to a
Constitution Bench, but
Jayalalithaa withdrew her
challenge in 2002, as she
had by then been acquitted
inboth the TANSI land deal
case and the coal import
case, the two charges on
which prosecution had
been allowed by the
Governor.

Bihar Governor A.R.
Kidwai allowing the CBI to
prosecute Lalu Prasad, and
H.R. Bharadwaj according
sanction to private com-
plainants to prosecute B. S.
Yediyurappa are the two
well.known instances of
Governors passing adverse
orders against Chief Minis-
ters in office. The 2011
sanction order against Mr.
Yediyurappa was quashed
by the Karnataka High
Court in November 2015
on the ground that it con-

the Chief Minister had
drawn the Governor’s at-
tention to a resolution of
the Council of Ministers
not to grant sanction. The
common thread in the
matters concerning the
Madhya Pradesh Ministers,
Mr. Yediyurappa and Mr.
Siddaramaiah is that the
Council of Ministers were
against grant of sanction,
while the Governors fa-
voured it.

The Karnataka High
Court had then observed
that “great care, caution
and proper application
was necessary” because
the complaint was private
in nature. It also took note
of the “uneasy relation-
ship” between the CM and
the Governor. If the re-
quest had come after an in-
vestigation, the Governor
would have had materials
in hand for applying his
mind. “With respect, the
caution that ought to have
been exercised is absent in

When Governors moved against Chief Ministers in the recent past

vernor should act in his

peal against the High
Court’s order as the Gover-
nor, who had been asked
to reconsider the sanction
order, subsequently re-
fused to give sanction.

In Mr. Siddaramaiah’s
case, the complainants
and political parties back-
ing his prosecution may re-
ly on the Supreme Court
judgment in the Madhya
Pradesh case that effective-
ly gave the Governor a veto
over the Council of Minis-
ters if material evidence
was ignored for the sake of |
blocking a legitimate pro-
secution. The Governor
himself has not only cited
the M.P. precedent, but al-
so declared in the order
that he had independently
examined the petitions
and the supporting docu-
ments. On the other hand,
Mr. Siddaramaiah, who has
refused to resign, is likely
to take the view that the
sanction order was actuat-
ed by political motive and
gave undue credence to

as decisions completely fused to allow any resiling  in spite of overwhelming ta Party, obtained Gover- ~ when sanction was sought  tained no discussion on this case.” The Supreme private persons’ views
free_from political bias. _from the concession. material showing that a _nor Reddy’s sanction to to prosecute a CM, the Go- _why sanction was being gi- _ Court disposed of the ap- _ without any investigation.

The controversy surrounding Karnataka Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot’s sanction for prosecuting Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah over alleged irregularities in land allotment highlights the intricate intersection of law and politics. The
Governor’s decision, based on petitions by activists, has sparked a political battle, with the State Cabinet and
Congress leaders condemning it as unconstitutional and politically motivated, while the BJP and Janata Dal(S)
have supported the move.
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Legally, the Governor's authority to grant such sanctions is governed by Supreme Court precedents rather than just
statutory provisions. Gehlot cited the 2004 Madhya Pradesh case, in which the Supreme Court upheld a
Governor’s discretion to act independently of the Council of Ministers when there is prima facie evidence. This
precedent is central to the current situation, where the Karnataka Cabinet opposed prosecution, but the Governor
deemed it necessary based on the evidence presented.

Similar cases in the past, such as those involving Jayalalithaa, Lalu Prasad, and B.S. Yediyurappa, show that
Governors have exercised discretion in prosecuting sitting Chief Ministers. However, such actions are often seen as
politically charged, given the strained relations between the Raj Bhavan and state governments, particularly when
Governors are perceived as acting in the interest of the ruling party at the Centre.

While Siddaramaiah denies the allegations, claiming the land allotment was legal and done during the BJP’s tenure,
his opponents argue that the Governor’s decision is supported by judicial authority. The Chief Minister’s refusal to
resign and the State Cabinet’s united stance against the prosecution reflect the broader political struggle between the
state and the Governor’s office, with Congress accusing the BJP of destabilizing the state government.

Ultimately, the case underscores the tension between legal processes and political maneuvering, where decisions by
Governors, though legally justified, are often viewed through a political lens, complicating the governance dynamic
in states.

Practice Mains Question

Q. Discuss the role of the Governor in sanctioning the prosecution of a sitting Chief Minister in the context
of constitutional provisions and judicial precedents. How do such decisions impact the federal structure
and the relationship between the Governor and the state government? lllustrate your answer with recent
examples. (250 words)

Practice Prelims Question

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the role of the Governor in India:

1. The Governor can grant sanction for the prosecution of a sitting Chief Minister based solely on the advice of
the Council of Ministers.

2. Article 361 of the Indian Constitution provides immunity to the Governor from being answerable to any court
for acts done in the discharge of official duties.

3. The Supreme Court has upheld the Governor’s discretion to act independently in certain cases involving the
prosecution of high-functionaries.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

N
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1. Statement 1: Incorrect The Governor is not bound to act solely on the advice of the Council of Ministers in
cases of prosecuting a sitting Chief Minister. Judicial precedents, such as the 1982 and 2004 Supreme Court
rulings, have clarified that the Governor can use discretion in granting sanctions for prosecution in cases
involving the Chief Minister, especially when there is prima facie evidence.

2. Statement 2: Correct Article 361 of the Indian Constitution provides immunity to the Governor from being
answerable to any court for actions done in the discharge of official duties. This means the Governor cannot
be questioned or held accountable in a court of law for such decisions.

3. Statement 3: Correct The Supreme Court, in various rulings (such as the 2004 Madhya Pradesh case), has
upheld the Governor's discretion to act independently, particularly when the Council of Ministers refuses to
grant sanction for prosecution despite clear evidence. This ensures the rule of law is maintained even if the
political executive is unwilling to take action.

Reuters
MOSCOW

Russia’s Foreign Ministry
said Ukraine had used
Western rockets, likely
U.S.-made HIMARS, to des-
troy a bridge over the Seym
river in the Kursk region,
killing volunteers trying to
evacuate civilians.

“For the first time, the
Kursk region was hit by
Western-made rocket
launchers, probably Amer-
ican HIMARS,” Maria Zak-
harova, spokeswoman for
the Russian Foreign Minis-
try, said late on Friday on
the Telegram messaging
app.

“As a result of the attack
on the bridge over the

Smoke billows from a bridge over the Seym river in the Glushkovo,
following a Ukrainian strike in the Kursk region on Friday. REUTERS

Seym River in the Glushko-
vo district, it was com-
pletely destroyed, and vo-
lunteers who were
assisting the evacuated ci-

vilian population were
killed.” Russia has accused
the West of supporting and
encouraging Ukraine’s first
ground offensive on Rus-

Ukraine used U.S.-made rockets to strike Kursk: Russia

sian territory and said Ky-
iv’s “terrorist invasion”
would not change the
course of the war.

The United States,
which has said it cannot al-
low Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin to win the war
he launched in February
2022, so far deems the sur-
prise incursion a protec-
tive move that justifies the
use of U.S. weaponry, offi-
cials in Washington said.

Russia kept up its assault
on Ukraine on Saturday
even as Ukrainian forces
pushed into Russia’s Kursk
border region.

Russian attack
A Russian missile sparked a
blaze in the city of Sumy

that injured two persons
and also damaged cars and
nearby buildings, said Uk-
raine’s State Emergency
Service. It said that the hit
had involved an Iskander-K
cruise missile and an aerial
bomb.

Ukraine’s air force also
said it had shot down 14
Russian drones overnight,
including over the Kyiv
region.

Kursk on edge

Meanwhile, fighting conti-
nued in Russia’s Kursk re-
gion, where Ukrainian
troops have been deployed
since Aug. 6 in a bid to div-
ert the Kremlin’s military
focus away from the front
line in Ukraine.

Practice Prelims Question

Q. The Seym River, recently in the news, flows through which of the following countries?

(a) Russia and Belarus
(b) Ukraine and Russia
(¢) Ukraine and Poland
(d) Russia and Kazakhstan

Answer: (b) Ukraine and Russia

(V]

www.bpscpoint.com https://t.me/bpsc_point



https://t.me/bpsc_point
http://www.bpscpoint.com

BPSC

...only for Civil Services.

18 August 2024

Exit]?ilﬁn;ﬂga)?gﬁges Practice Prelims Question

says scheme permanent

At launch in Punc, Shir 1500 10 I3000if
retains power; beneficiaries say the money will come in handy but wonder if scheme will ast

The Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana, recently launched in
Maharashtra, provides financial assistance to women under which of the
following conditions?

‘Snehal Mutha — " Karel

(a) Women aged 21-60 with an annual family income up to 2.5 lakh
(b) Women aged 18-45 with a monthly income of 8,000

(¢) Women aged 30-65 with no income restrictions

(d) Women aged 21-60 with a monthly family income up to X10,000

Answer: (a) Women aged 21-60 with an annual family income up to 2.5 lakh

Explanation:

The Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana is a financial assistance program launched by the Maharashtra
government. It provides a monthly stipend of 1,500 to women who are between the ages of 21 and 60, and whose

family income does not exceed 2.5 lakh annually. This assistance is intended to support women in this income
bracket

VP govtoactaginsmadrasasgving. 1 N€ Madhya Pradesh government has mandated a survey of students in State-aided
religious teachings without consent madrasas to ensure they are not receiving Islamic religious teachings without parental or
guardian consent. This directive follows recommendations from the National Commission
for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR). The School Education Department has
instructed officials to inspect madrasas receiving government funds and take action against
those providing unauthorized religious education or fraudulently obtaining grants.

The NCPCR has supported the move, emphasizing that Hindu children should not be in madrasas and calling for a
survey of unrecorded madrasas to integrate their students into the mainstream education system. The State has recently
taken action against over 1,500 madrasas, including revoking recognition for 61 in Ratlam and Sheopur.

Speak as one on global governance, Modi
tells developing we seeks

At the third Voice of the Global South Summit (VOGS) hosted virtually by India, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi emphasized the need for “just and inclusive” global governance.

He announced a new Global Development Compact funded by India with $3.5 million (29

crore), focusing on trade, capacity building, technology sharing, and trade negotiation
training for developing countries.

The summit, held ahead of the UN’s Summit of the Future in September, addressed
concerns about global tensions, conflicts, and disparities between the Global North and South. Modi highlighted the
need for global institutions that prioritize the Global South and called for reforms in the UN, including India's demand
for a seat in an expanded Security Council.

Among the 20 leaders at the summit was interim Bangladeshi leader Muhammad Yunus, who focused on equitable
financing. The summit included participants from Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and other Global South countries but did
not invite China or Pakistan. Discussions also covered UN reform, with critiques likening the organization to Orwell’s
Animal Farm due to perceived inequities among member countries. Sessions led by Indian ministers addressed topics
like energy, IT, and youth.
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Practice Prelims Question

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the "Global Development Compact" announced by India:

1. It focuses on trade, capacity building, and technology sharing among developing countries.
2. It was announced during the Voice of the Global South Summit in 2024.
3. India pledged $3.5 billion to fund the initiative.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

Explanation:

e  Statement 1 is correct: The Global Development Compact focuses on trade, capacity building, and
technology sharing among developing countries.

e  Statement 2 is correct: The Global Development Compact was announced during the Voice of the Global
South Summit in August 2024.

. Statement 3 is incorrect: India pledged $3.5 million (29 crore), not $3.5 billion, to fund the initiative.

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Third Voice of the Global South Summit (VOGS), 2024:
1. The summit was hosted by India in a virtual format.
2. It focused on promoting a "just and inclusive" global governance system for developing countries.
3. The summit took place ahead of the G-20 Summit to be held in New Delhi.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

(3}
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Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

Explanation:

e  Statement 1 is correct: The Third Voice of the Global South Summit (VOGS) was hosted by India in a
virtual format.

o  Statement 2 is correct: The summit focused on promoting a just and inclusive global governance system,
addressing the concerns of the developing countries or the Global South.

e  Statement 3 is incorrect: The summit took place ahead of the UN’s Summit of the Future in September
2024, not the G-20 Summit.

Panel on SC status for Dalit converts . . . . .
racing against time as deadline nears The article discusses the progress of the Commission of Inquiry set up by the

e . Indian government to examine the possibility of granting Scheduled Caste (SC)
e status to Dalit Christians and Muslims. Headed by former Chief Justice of
India K.G. Balakrishnan, the commission’s two-year term is set to expire in
October 2024, but it may seek a short extension due to delays in starting field
' visits, a critical part of its work. These visits only began in August 2023, after
“ehiael R staff shortages were resolved.

xtens
complete the task

The commission has held public consultations in Kerala, Gujarat, and
Madhya Pradesh, but still needs to visit other states like Bihar, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu. Established just as the
Supreme Court was about to hear a 20-year-old plea seeking SC status for
Dalit Christians and Muslims, the commission's work has encountered opposition from many SC groups, while
groups like the National Council of Dalit Christians advocate for inclusion.

The Centre has yet to officially receive a request for an extension, but it has maintained its stance in court, arguing
against including Dalit Christians and Muslims in the SC list. The commission is also analyzing socio-economic data
on Dalit converts as part of its research.

Practice Prelims Question

Q. Who is heading the Commission of Inquiry set up by the Indian government to examine the possibility of granting
Scheduled Caste (SC) status to Dalit Christians and Muslims?

A) Justice K.G. Balakrishnan
B) Justice P. Sathasivam

C) Justice H.L. Dattu

D) Justice Dipak Misra

Answer: A) Justice K.G. Balakrishnan

(=]
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Explanation: The Commission of Inquiry, established in October 2022 by the Indian government, is headed by
former Chief Justice of India K.G. Balakrishnan. The commission's purpose is to explore the possibility of
extending Scheduled Caste (SC) status to Dalit Christians and Muslims, a subject of long-standing legal and social
debate.

Harsher laws alone In 2017, the Supreme Court upheld the death penalty for four men involved in the brutal 2012 gang-
against women: SC rape of a 23-year-old paramedic in Delhi, cautioning that stringent laws and punishments alone are
" insufficient to combat rising crimes against women. Following this incident, the government set up
the Justice J.S. Verma Committee, leading to the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013, which

introduced significant legal reforms.

Justice R. Banumathi, in a separate opinion, emphasized the need for societal mindset change,
gender sensitization, and public awareness to combat violence against women. She recommended
practical measures like banners in public transport, better street lighting, increased police patrols,
and mobile apps for women's safety.

Practice Prelims Question

Q. The Justice J.S. Verma Committee, constituted in 2012, is known for its significant contribution in which of the
following areas?

A) Electoral Reforms

B) Environmental Protection

C) Criminal Law Amendments related to Crimes against Women
D) Economic Reforms

Answer: C) Criminal Law Amendments related to Crimes against Women

Explanation:

The Justice J.S. Verma Committee was set up by the government in response to the 2012 Delhi gang-rape case to
recommend changes to laws regarding crimes against women. Its recommendations led to the enactment of the

Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013, which introduced stricter laws for sexual offences and aimed to strengthen
women's safety and legal protection.

N
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Lok Sabha Speaker . . . . . .
conSHLLes six new The Lok Sabha Speaker, Om Birla, has formed six new parliamentary committees, including the

parliamentary panels  Public Accounts Committee (PAC), which will be led by Congress leader K.C. Venugopal.

The PAC, along with two other financial committees—the Estimates Committee and the Public
Undertakings Committee—oversees government finances. These two committees will be chaired
by BJP leaders Sanjay Jaiswal and Baijayant Panda.

Other committees include those focused on the welfare of OBCs, SCs, and STs.

All committees have a one-year term and consist of members from both the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha.

UPSC advertises lateral entry posts . . . . . .
in Ministries; Opposition Crify,spfou] The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has announced a recruitment drive

for 45 positions (10 joint secretaries and 35 directors/deputy secretaries) across 24
Central Ministries through lateral entry on a contract or deputation basis. This move
has drawn criticism from opposition leaders, particularly for bypassing reservation
policies.

Key Points:

o Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge and RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav have
criticized the government, alleging that the lateral entry system wundermines

reservation for SCs, STs, OBCs, and EWS categories.

. They argue that filling these posts through the traditional civil services examination would have ensured
reservation for these groups.

e The government has opened applications to both private sector professionals and state/UT officers, with a
focus on talent and motivation for nation-building.

e Since the introduction of the lateral entry system in 2018, 63 appointments have been made, with 35 from the
private sector.

Note:

The lateral entry scheme was introduced in 2018 to bring experienced professionals from the private sector and
other public sectors into senior government positions, such as joint secretaries, directors, and deputy secretaries. The
goal is to infuse specialized skills and expertise into government administration. Candidates from the private sector
are hired on a contract basis, while those from public sectors are appointed on deputation. Despite its aims to improve
governance, the scheme has faced criticism for bypassing traditional reservation policies, potentially limiting
opportunities for SCs, STs, OBCs, and EWS candidates, and raising concerns about the fairness and transparency of
the process.

"Civil service is not just a job; it's a commitment to public service, a duty to uphold
the principles of democracy, and a chance to make a tangible difference in the
lives of citizens."

|co
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Nunchai is a traditional Kashmiri tea known for its distinctive pink color
and creamy texture. Made from green tea leaves, milk, salt, and baking
soda, it is prepared in a copper samovar, which imparts a frothy finish.

The tea's unique preparation process includes boiling with baking soda,
cooling to retain color, and aerating to create a froth.

Served with local breads like sheermal and makke ki roti, nunchai is a
symbol of Kashmiri hospitality and culture. It is popular among locals and

tourists alike, and has found its way into elite restaurants and hotels outside
Kashmir.

Practice Prelims Question

Question: Which of the following statements about nunchai is/are correct?

1. Nunchai is a signature tea of Kashmir known for its distinctive pink color, achieved by adding baking soda
during preparation.

2. Itis traditionally served with sheermal, a mildly sweet bread, and sometimes with makke ki roti.

3.  The preparation involves boiling tea leaves with baking soda until the mixture turns burgundy, followed by
adding milk to achieve the pink color.

4. Nunchai is primarily prepared using black tea leaves and does not include green tea.

Options:

a) 1 and 2

b) 2 and 3

c)1,2,and 3

d)1,2,and 4

Answer: ¢) 1,2, and 3

Explanation:
1. Statement 1 is correct. Nunchai is known for its distinctive pink color due to the addition of baking soda.
2. Statement 2 is correct. Nunchai is traditionally served with sheermal and sometimes makke ki roti.

3. Statement 3 is correct. The preparation involves boiling tea leaves with baking soda to turn the mixture
burgundy, then adding milk to achieve the pink color.

4. Statement 4 is false. Nunchai is traditionally made from green tea leaves, not black tea.
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Whyis mpox a
global health
emergency?

WHO Declares Mpox OQutbreak a Global Health Emergency

Emergency Declaration and Current Status

*On August 14, 2024, the WHO elevated the mpox outbreak to an acute grade 3 emergency, the
highest level on its response scale. This decision follows a surge in cases and deaths, particularly in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and neighbouring countries.

About Mpox

*Mpox, or monkeypox, is a zoonotic disease caused by the monkeypox virus, transmitted through
direct contact with infected animals or contaminated materials. It presents with sympfoms such as
rashes, fever, sore throat, and swollen lymph nodes.

Treatment and Prevention

eThere is no specific treatment for mpox; supportive care is recommended. Antivirals used for
smallpox and three vaccines are available but not for mass vaccination.

Current Outbreak and Global Impact
eThe outbreak has spread to 116 countries, with over 15,600 cases and 537 deaths reported. The

outbreak is particularly severe in Africa but has now reached other regions, including Pakistan and
Sweden.

"Deep Dive into the Concept"

The World Health Organization (WHO) classifies emergencies into different grades based on their severity and
required response.

Here’s an overview of the various types:

1. Grade 1 Emergency
Definition:

e A Grade 1 emergency is the lowest level of alert, indicating a situation that poses a potential threat but does
not yet require significant international intervention.

Characteristics:
e Impact: Limited to a specific area or population.

e Response Required: Basic and localized response efforts are sufficient. Minimal international support or
coordination is needed.

Purpose:

o To monitor the situation and prepare for possible escalation if necessary.
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2. Grade 2 Emergency
Definition:

e A Grade 2 emergency is more serious and requires a moderate response. It indicates that the situation is
significant but not at a scale that demands a global emergency response.

Characteristics:

e Impact: Affects a broader area or larger population but is still manageable with national resources and
support.

. Response Required: Increased international support and coordination are necessary but not on a large scale.
Purpose:

o To mobilize national and regional resources and to prepare for potential escalation.
3. Grade 3 Emergency
Definition:

o A Grade 3 emergency is the highest level, signaling a major or maximal response is needed due to the
severity of the situation.

Characteristics:
o Impact: The crisis has widespread effects, potentially impacting multiple countries or regions.

e Response Required: Extensive international coordination and a large-scale response are required. This
includes significant resource mobilization and global support.

Purpose:

e To ensure immediate and comprehensive international action to manage and mitigate the emergency
effectively.

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)
Definition:

e A PHEIC is a formal declaration by the WHO that signifies an extraordinary event which poses a risk to
international health and requires a global coordinated response.

Characteristics:

e Scope: May overlap with Grade 3 emergencies but is specifically for health-related crises.

o Response Required: Immediate international action to prevent the spread and manage the health risks.
Purpose:

o  To coordinate global efforts and mobilize resources to address and contain the emergency before it escalates
further.

These classifications help the WHO and other international bodies prioritize resources and coordinate responses
effectively based on the severity and scope of the emergency.
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Allegations Against SEBI and Adani Group: Kev Developments

Background on Allegations

o Hindenburg Research accused the Adani Group of stock price manipulation and other
corporate malfeasance. Their recent report claims that SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch’s investment in an offshore fund linked to Adani raises conflict-of-interest
concerns.

SEBI’s Response

o SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch and her husband, Dhaval Buch, stated their investment in the fund was
made before her SEBI appointment and was disclosed appropriately. SEBI has completed 23 of 24
investigations into Adani Group and defended its practices against the allegations.

Further Questions Raised
o Hindenburg Research questioned the timing of Buch's transfer of consulting firm shares and continued
ownership of another firm, suggesting potential conflicts of interest. There are calls for a transparent
investigation into these matters.
Next Steps
o The Supreme Court had previously expressed confidence in SEBI’s investigations. Moving forward, the

focus is on expediting the pending investigation into the Adani Group and ensuring transparency in SEBI’s
actions.

Do doctors need a Centralp Background and Incident

o Resident doctors across India are striking to demand better safety laws following the
rape and murder of a young doctor at Kolkata's R.G. Kar Medical College and Hospital
on August 9. The incident highlighted the lack of central protection for healthcare
workers.

Ground Reality

e Health and law and order are state subjects, making it the state's responsibility to ensure safety. The central
government does not maintain comprehensive data on fatalities of medical professionals from attacks.
Historical incidents show a persistent issue of violence against healthcare workers, with demands for
improved security measures.

Doctors' Demands

e Doctors are calling for improved safety measures, including better lighting, security guards, and CCTV. The

Indian Medical Association (IMA) has called for a Central Protection Act and enhanced hospital
security protocols.

Recent Provisions
o The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has mandated that heads of institutions must file an FIR within

six hours of any violence against healthcare workers. The National Medical Commission (NMC) has also
directed medical colleges to establish safety policies and promptly investigate violence incidents.
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Return of the Islamists
R —p— Political Dynamics of Jamaat-e-

‘The Islamist movement, whose leader was convicted of war crimes for helping the Pakistani military in the 1971 massacre and hanged, has made a political comeback in

Bangladesh after the Sheikh Hasina-led Awami League government wa led on August 5 .
_— Islami Bangladesh (Jel)

Background and Key Events

o The political turmoil in Bangladesh was
highlighted by a protest slogan describing the
@ne Sheikh Hasina government’s actions as a
swew  betrayal. The government, led by Hasina,
faced criticism for failing to curb the anti-
liberation forces, notably represented by the
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh (Jel).

Ty i o Jel’s Historical Context

December 6, 1952 when the Babri Jel But she vas oo Lte.
dhy The Jel

theJel
1979 with the
bbas Al Khi tonof Just ke the 1990

In1986, the Jel

dictatorshi

. 1n1990, the el joined

o Formation and Early Opposition: The
Jel, founded in 1941 in Lahore, initially
opposed Pakistan’s creation but later
supported an Islamic constitution. In East Pakistan, it became a prominent force against Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his federalist demands.

o 1971 Liberation War: During the 1971 liberation war, JeI’s leader, Ghulam Azam, was implicated in war
crimes. The party's support for Pakistan’s military led to widespread atrocities.

Post-1971 Developments

e Revival and Politics: After Bangladesh’s independence, Jel was re-established in 1979. It grew in political
significance, winning seats in various elections and forming alliances with major parties like the BNP.

o  Shift in Strategy: Post-1992, after the Babri Masjid demolition, Jel capitalized on religious sentiments to
strengthen its position. Despite setbacks, including Ghulam Azam’s exclusion from active politics and
Nizami's execution, the Jel adapted its tactics.

Recent Developments
e Modern Tactics: Following Nizami’s execution in 2016, Jel adopted a more sophisticated approach, focusing

on social media and educational institutions. The party, despite being banned, played a role in a pro-
democracy movement in 2024, collaborating with student groups to challenge the Hasina government.

Rebel with a cause

Q. Manda Krishna 'Madiga' is known for
his leadership in which of the following
movements?

Explanation:

a) Movement for the abolition of

untouchability Manda Krishna 'Madiga' led the movement

for the sub-categorization of Scheduled
b) Movement for the sub-categorization of | | Castes (SCs) in Andhra Pradesh through his
Scheduled Castes organization, the Madiga Reservation Porata
Samiti (MRPS). This movement aimed to
c) Movement for the integration of tribal communities into the | | divide SCs into sub-groups to ensure more
mainstream equitable distribution of reservations and
benefits.

d) Movement for environmental conservation in Andhra Pradesh

Answer : b
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‘Subclinical TB s the reason for The article discusses the challenge of detecting and managing subclinical tuberculosis
slow drop in TB incidence’ .. . N N

(TB), a form of TB where individuals do not exhibit typical symptoms but can still
transmit the disease.

Key points include:

1. Prevalence of Subclinical TB: National surveys, including the Tamil Nadu TB
prevalence survey, reveal a significant proportion of TB cases are subclinical, ranging from
30% to 80% depending on the definition used. Subclinical TB contributes to the slow
decline in overall TB incidence, as these cases can remain undetected and continue to spread
the disease.

2. Global and Local Screening Efforts: Countries like Vietnam have implemented

extensive community screening for subclinical TB, using chest X-rays and molecular testing to

reduce TB prevalence significantly. However, this approach is not yet part of national TB programs in most
countries.

3. Challenges in Screening and Treatment: Screening seemingly healthy individuals for TB is challenging
and requires new strategies, such as mobile units with X-ray capabilities. Convincing individuals with
subclinical TB to start and complete treatment is difficult due to the lack of symptoms, which can lead to
higher dropout rates.

4. Focus on High-Risk Groups: While subclinical TB is found in the general community, high-risk areas and
populations could be targeted for screening to identify and manage cases effectively.

5. Infectious Nature of Subclinical TB: People with subclinical TB can still be infectious, potentially
contributing to ongoing transmission of TB in the community. Some may self-cure, but others can progress to

active TB.

6. Al in Screening: The use of Al-based chest X-rays for TB screening is being explored, with some Al
algorithms already validated for use in TB detection.

Overall, the article highlights the need for improved detection and management strategies to address the significant
burden of subclinical TB and its impact on TB control efforts.

Practice Prelims Question

Consider the following statements regarding subclinical tuberculosis (TB):

1. Subclinical TB refers to TB cases where individuals do not exhibit any symptoms but can still transmit the
disease.

2. High-burden countries have found a median prevalence of subclinical TB to be around 50%, with variability
based on the definition and symptom complex used.

3.  The primary challenge in managing subclinical TB is the difficulty in convincing asymptomatic individuals to
start and complete treatment.

4.  Screening for subclinical TB using chest X-rays is currently part of standard national TB programs in several
high-burden countries.
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Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2
b) 1,2, and 3
¢) land 3
d)2,3,and 4

Answer:
b) 1,2, and 3
Explanation:

1.  Subclinical TB refers to cases where individuals do not show symptoms but can still spread the disease, which
is correct.

2. Studies in high-burden countries indicate a median prevalence of subclinical TB around 50%, with variations
based on definitions, so this statement is accurate.

3. The challenge of managing subclinical TB includes the difficulty in convincing asymptomatic individuals to
begin and complete treatment, making this statement correct.

4.  Screening for subclinical TB using chest X-rays is not yet a standard practice in national TB programs in
most high-burden countries, so statement 4 is incorrect.

Zoopharmacognosy — how animals self-medicate The article discusses the use of plants for self-medication

ﬂ T observed in_animals and the historical and contemporary use
e e of medicinal plants in traditional medicine.

1.Recent Observations: A 2024 study in Nature reports that a
male Sumatran orangutan self-treats a facial wound by
applying a paste made from the plant Fibraurea tinctoria. This
plant contains the anti-inflammatory compound berberine.

2. Historical Context: A 2012 study in Nature found that
Neanderthals used plants like yarrow and chamomile for health and infection treatment.

3. Concept of Zoopharmacognosy: The term ‘zoopharmacognosy,” coined by ecologist D.H. Janzen, refers to

animals using plants, soil, and insects for self-medication. This includes practices seen in various animals,

such as dogs chewing grass to induce vomiting and pregnant lemurs nibbling on tamarind leaves to aid milk
production.

4. Traditional Medicine: Medicinal plants have long been used across cultures. The article highlights traditional
systems from China, Arabia, and India, which have utilized plants like aloe vera, holy basil, and wild garlic
for thousands of years.

5. Contemporary Relevance: The article mentions that plants like Fibraurea tinctoria and Aloe vera are still
used today for their medicinal properties, including anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial effects. It concludes
by emphasizing the importance of traditional knowledge in discovering new natural product molecules for
modern medicine.
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Practice Prelims Question

Q. Which of the following statements are correct regarding the use of medicinal plants and self-medication in
animals?

1. The Sumatran orangutan's use of Fibraurea tinctoria for wound healing demonstrates the practice of
zoopharmacognosy.

2. Neanderthals were found to use plants like yarrow and chamomile primarily for nutritional purposes.

3. Animals such as dogs and pregnant lemurs have been observed using specific plants for self-medication and
health benefits.

4.  The concept of zoopharmacognosy was first introduced by the Roman natural historian Pliny.
Select the correct answer using the code below:
A) 1 and 2 only
B) 1 and 3 only
C) 2 and 4 only
D) 1, 3, and 4 only
Answer:
B) 1 and 3 only

Explanation:

1. Statement 1 is correct: The use of Fibraurea tinctoria by the Sumatran orangutan for wound healing is an
example of zoopharmacognosy, where animals self-medicate using plants.

2. Statement 2 is incorrect: Neanderthals used plants like yarrow and chamomile for medicinal purposes, not
just for nutrition.

3. Statement 3 is correct: Animals like dogs and pregnant lemurs have been observed using specific plants for
self-medication and health benefits.

4. Statement 4 is incorrect: The concept of zoopharmacognosy was coined by ecologist D.H. Janzen, not by the
Roman natural historian Pliny.

Which of the following statements about zebrafish spinal cord regeneration is/are
correct?

1.Stem cells are the primary drivers of spinal cord regeneration in zebrafish.

2.The survival and adaptability of severed neurons are essential for full spinal cord

o regeneration.
Zebrafish use surprising

strategy to regrow spinal cord . . . .
: 3.A new study has developed a detailed atlas of all cells involved in zebrafish spinal cord
Zebrafish are capable of fully healing a severed

spinal cord. A new study maps out a detailed re generatlon .

atlas of all the cells involved — and how they
work together — in regenerating the zebrafish
spinal cord. The researchers showed that survival
and adaptability of the severed neurons .
themschves s required for full spinal cord Select the correct answer using the codes below:
regeneration. Stem cells capable of forming new
neurons — and typically thought of as central to
ion — only play a ¢ y role

but do notlead the process. A)lonly B)2only C)2and3only. D)1,2and3
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Answer : C) 2 and 3 only

Explanation:

1. Stem cells are the primary drivers of spinal cord regeneration in zebrafish.
» This statement is incorrect. The study indicates that while stem cells play a role in spinal cord regeneration,
they do not lead the process. The primary role is played by the survival and adaptability of the severed
neurons.

2. The survival and adaptability of severed neurons are essential for full spinal cord regeneration.

» This statement is correct. The research highlights that the survival and adaptability of the severed neurons
are crucial for complete spinal cord regeneration.

3. A new study has developed a detailed atlas of all cells involved in zebrafish spinal cord regeneration.

 This statement is correct. The study mentioned maps out a detailed atlas of the cells involved in spinal cord
regeneration in zebrafish.

The Port Askaig Formation, spanning Ireland and Scotland, may be the most complete record
of 'snowball Earth,' a period when the Earth was entirely covered in ice. This rock formation, up
to 1.1 km thick, was likely deposited between 662 and 720 million years ago during the Sturtian
glaciation. This global freeze is believed to have played a key role in the emergence of complex,
multicellular life.

Unlike other contemporaneous rocks, the Port Askaig Formation preserves this crucial
transitional period in Earth's history.

Q. The Port Askaig Formation, spanning parts of Ireland and Scotland, is
significant for studying which of the following periods in Earth's history?
Answer: C
1. The Cretaceous Period
Explanation:
2. The Ordovician Period
The Port Askaig Formation is

3.  The Sturtian Glaciation linked to the Sturtian glaciation, a
major ice age event that occurred
4. The Cambrian Explosion between 662 and 720 million years
ago. This formation provides a
Select the correct answer using the codes below: detailed record of this 'snowball
Earth' period, which is significant
a) 1 and 2 only for understanding the early history
of Earth’s glaciations and the
b) 2 and 3 only development of complex life. The
other periods listed (Cretaceous,
¢) 3 only Ordovician, and Cambrian) are not
related to the Port Askaig

d) 1 and 4 only Formation.
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Over thousands of years, cavefish evolved to lose their vision, leading them to be known as “the
blind cavefish.” However, during this evolution, some cavefish developed additional taste buds
on their head and chin.

Blind cavefish have taste

buds on the head, chin . . . . .

Researchers have found that while the number of taste buds in cavefish is similar to that of surface
fish from birth through five months, they begin to increase in number and appear on the head and

chin, continuing to develop into adulthood, reaching their peak at around 18 months.

Practice Prelims Question

Q. What adaptation related to taste buds is observed in cavefish compared to their surface-dwelling
counterparts, and at what stage of development do these adaptations become prominent?

A) Cavefish lose taste buds during early development and regain them in adulthood.

B) Cavefish develop additional taste buds on the head and chin, with these adaptations becoming prominent around 18
months of age.

C) The number of taste buds in cavefish is significantly fewer than in surface fish throughout their lifespan.
D) Cavefish develop more taste buds on their fins and tail as they mature.

Answer: B) Cavefish develop additional taste buds on the head and chin, with these adaptations becoming prominent
around 18 months of age.

Explanation: Cavefish, which evolved to lose their vision, have developed additional taste buds on their head and chin.
While the number of taste buds is similar to surface fish from birth through five months, they begin to increase and
become prominent on the head and chin well into adulthood, reaching their peak at around 18 months.

Q. Which of the following statements about the impact of heat waves and drought on

urban and rural trees is/are correct?
Question Corner

Dhlfferfntly alffecgeg 1.Urban trees are generally more negatively impacted by extreme weather conditions like
Do heat waves affect maple trees, in the urban

armreomenae oianweenae.  heat waves and drought compared to rural trees.

Aecentstdy dtalshow sk el e

trees in New York City, counterparts. But such

Boston and Baltimore, urban-rural differences in

Maryland are more the growth of oak trees

negatively impactedby  was notseen in Maryland. 2.Certain tree Species 1n urban environments may experience more stress from heat and
heat waves and drought The finding highlights the
than trees of thesame  challenges urban trees face
Species in nearby rural in the context of climate drought than Others .
forests. The urban treesin  change and, underscores
the three cities the importance of talored
experienced greater urban forestry
negative impacts from heat  management as a tool for
aves and drought : ;

Companed ol s, Tedcing b et 3.The growth and carbon storage capacity of urban trees are typically reduced during extreme
oo st capiies e
Pty weather events.

significantly reduced
during extreme weather
conditions. The growth of
oaktrees, but not red

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1 and 2 only Explanation:
b) 2 and 3 only
¢) 1 and 3 only

d)1,2,and 3 Urban trees generally face more stress due to
factors like heat islands, leading to more
Answer: d) 1,2, and 3 significant impacts during heat waves and

droughts. Specific species of trees may be more
vulnerable to these stresses, and overall growth
and carbon storage capacity of urban trees decline
during such extreme weather events.
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India needs to lift job growth  Key facts and points from the discussion by Gita Gopinath at the Delhi School
viareforms: IMF’s Gopinath ~ of Economics:

Economist mootsa mployment y noting
try cant become a ithout adding more

1.Education System & Workforce:

* India needs to improve the depth and quality of its education system.

* Creating an employable workforce is crucial for achieving developed country
status.

» Urgent investments are needed to address the longstanding skill mismatch in
the workforce.

2. Judicial and Institutional Reforms:

 Effective institutions, including an efficient judiciary, are essential to support development.
3.  Land and Labor Reforms:

* Reforms in land and labor markets are necessary.

* Policies should not penalize firms for hiring workers.

» Implementation of the Labor Codes passed by Parliament should be incentivized for States.
4. Women’s Labor Force Participation:

+ India’s women labor participation rate stands at 35%.

» No country can attain ‘high-income’ status without increasing women’s participation.

» Ensuring women's safety is vital to achieving this goal.

5. Trade and Tariff Reduction:

* India's import tariffs are higher than peer economies.
» Lowering tariffs is necessary to be a key player in global supply chains.

6.  Employment Growth:

* India's GDP growth averaged 6.6% since the 2010s, but employment growth was under 2%.
* India needs to create between 60-148 million jobs by 2030.

7. Corporate and Public Investment:

» Public investment is strong, but corporate investment lags behind.
» Corporate investment should increase to support the 7% economic growth rate.

8. Automation and Artificial Intelligence (Al):
* India is moderately prepared for Al, slightly above the emerging markets' average.
* The education and skills development area needs more focus to adapt to Al
* Policies must ensure automation does not reduce job opportunities.

9. Social Security and Reskilling:

* Countries must provide social security nets and reskilling programs for displaced workers.
* Ms. Gopinath highlighted Singapore's lifelong learning grants as a model.

These points reflect the steps India must take to progress toward economic development and address key challenges
in education, labor, investment, and adapting to technology.
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Press Trust of India tation of many SDGs in de-

stagnating, with some indi-
Finance Minister Nirmala ~ cators even regressing.

said that inadequate access  port, she noted that one in
to development finance four developing countries

economies from achieving  end of this year than they
Sustainable Development  were before the pandemic.
Goals (SDGs) and under-  “Growth thus remains
scored the urgent need to  insufficient to drive pro-

nual financing gap. poverty reduction. To ac-
Addressing a Voice of  celerate progress on SDGs,

Sitharaman said reportsre-  address the $4 trillion fi-

‘Urgently need toplug ~ Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, at the Voice of Global South summit,
$4 tn financinggap to  emphasized that inadequate access to development finance is obstructing developing
hasten pace on SDGs'  countries from achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

NEWDELI veoping economies vas—— She highlighted a $4 trillion annual financing gap that needs to be addressed urgently.
sitraman on saurday  ciingaworesankre-—— Citing reports, she noted that SDG progress in many developing nations has stagnated,
was Hinderng devloping  wassevobepertyne  With some indicators even worsening.

address this S riion an-—gress i developmentand A 'World Bank report revealed that one in four developing countries will be poorer by
cloba South summi . theresanurenineed s the end of this year than before the pandemic, with growth insufficient to reduce
vealed that the implemen-  nancing gap,” she stressed. poverty and advance deVelOpment.

With more graduates in workforce,
‘Tamil Nadu struggles with skill

Tamil Nadu fares better than most Indian states in employment metrics, but faces challenges
with underemployment and skill gaps despite producing the highest number of graduates. The
state’s labour force participation rate (LFPR) is 46%, higher than the national average of 42.4%,
and its Worker Population Ratio (WPR) is 44% compared to 41.1% nationwide. However, the
unemployment rate among educated individuals is higher in Tamil Nadu, particularly among
graduates (16.3% compared to the national average of 13.4%).

Despite a high Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) in higher education, the state's job market has not
kept pace, leading many graduates to work in the gig economy. Wage discrimination persists,
with women earning significantly less than men. Experts suggest focusing more on incentivizing
labour over capital investments and improving skill development programs to address the skill
gap among recent graduates. Initiatives like the TN government’s "Naan Mudhalvan" scheme are seen as promising
for job creation but need broader industry involvement and enhanced internships.

Practice Prelims Question

Q. With reference to the '"Naan Mudhalvan" scheme,
consider the following statements:

1. The scheme is aimed at providing skill

development and career guidance to students and
youth in Tamil Nadu.

2. It is implemented by the Central Government to
promote entrepreneurship and self-employment
opportunities across India.

3. The scheme focuses on collaboration with
industry partners to improve job opportunities
for entry-level positions.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 and 3 only
B) 2 only

C) 1 only

D) 1,2, and 3

Answer: A) 1 and 3 only

Explanation:

Statement 1 is correct: The "Naan Mudhalvan"
scheme focuses on skill development and career
guidance for students and youth in Tamil Nadu.

Statement 2 is incorrect: The scheme is a state
government initiative, not implemented by the
Central Government.

Statement 3 is correct: The scheme involves
collaboration with industry to enhance employment
opportunities for entry-level jobs.
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Q. With reference to the employment scenario in Tamil Nadu, consider the following statements:
1. Tamil Nadu has the highest number of factories in India.
2.  The state's unemployment rate among graduates is lower than the national average.
3. The labour force participation rate (LFPR) in Tamil Nadu is higher than the national average.
4.  The "Naan Mudhalvan" scheme focuses on creating entry-level job opportunities for graduates.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 and 3 only

B) 2 and 4 only

C) 1, 3, and 4 only

D) 1,2, and 4 only

Answer: C) 1, 3, and 4 only

Explanation:

e  Statement 1 is correct: Tamil Nadu has the highest number of factories in India, contributing significantly to
industrial employment.

o  Statement 2 is incorrect: The unemployment rate among graduates in Tamil Nadu is higher than the national
average.

e  Statement 3 is correct: Tamil Nadu's labour force participation rate (LFPR) is higher than the national
average.

. Statement 4 is correct: The "Naan Mudhalvan" scheme focuses on creating entry-level job opportunities,
particularly through skill development initiatives.

r[ﬁd;'dg‘e)g:;'l‘f The Directorate-General of Hydrocarbons (DGH) is undertaking several initiatives to improve the oil
of data and gas sector in India:

to better

handle E&P

ichaishes 1. Upgrading the National Data Repository (NDR) to version 2.0: DGH is working on NDR 2.0 to

HYDERABAD

neaenrersaer.€NNANCE data transparency and accessibility in the oil and gas sector.

all types of energy sources, . . . .
mwecoonsw 2. Establishing a new Hydrocarbon Efficiency and New Energy Department: This new department
grading its National Data . . . .
avmannanaen 18 being created to address efficiency and new energy needs in the hydrocarbon sector.
Department.
At successive roadshows
held by the DGHbefu{e the . . . . . . .
svimiiniion 3. Introducing the Oilfields Regulation and Development (Amendment) Bill, 2024: This bill aims to
FEATE o ddress i di h 1 fi k for oilfield
mnesree " * - address investor concerns and improve the regulatory framework for oilfields.
E%‘Ié?é:iﬁlﬁ%ﬁ“ﬁ?s‘?”o%{
waammme 4, Creating a working group for reserve-based financing: A working group has been set up to
tion activities, has been oy .
wwencionarie — facilitate financing from banks based on reserves.
Whir ot they s
“A lot of things have
been taken care of in the

wety moaed o A 1] these measures are part of DGH's efforts to attract investment, improve transparency, and modernize

lopment  (Amendment) . .
m o sy = the regulatory framework in the upstream oil and gas sector.
based funding ~ financing
from banks — has also been
constituted by the govern-
ment,” Pallavi Jain Govil,
Director-General, DGH,
told businessline.
‘While this happening on
a real-time basis, the DGH
is also working on NDR 2.0.
“Tenders have been float-
ed for various packages for
NDR 2.0 Project and ten-
der process is expected to
be completed soon.”
(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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Q. Which of the following initiatives is being undertaken by the Directorate-General of Hydrocarbons (DGH)
to improve data transparency and accessibility in India's upstream oil and gas sector?

1. Upgrading the National Data Repository (NDR) to version 2.0

2. Establishing a new Hydrocarbon Efficiency and New Energy Department

3. Introducing the Oilfields Regulation and Development (Amendment) Bill, 2024

4.  Creating a working group for reserve-based financing

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

a) | and 2 only

b) 1, 2, and 3 only
¢) 2, 3, and 4 only

d)1,2,3,and 4

The correct answer is d) 1, 2, 3, and 4.

Shifting Govil
‘can delay bill
on digital

competition’

K.R. Srivats
NEW DELHI

The finalisation of the
much-anticipated Digital
Competition Bill (DCB)
may be delayed following
the Centre’s decision on
Friday to move Manoj Go-
vil, Secretary, Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, to the Fi-
nance Ministry as Expendi-
ture Secretary, say econo-
my watchers.

Mr. Govil was at the
helm of framing the DCB to
establish a competitive,
and equitable digital mar-
ket in India. His departure
has created a vacuum on
this front.

Delays likely

The new MCA Secretary,
Deepti Gaur Mukerjee,
would need time to fami-
liarise herself with the in-
tricacies of the Bill, delay-
ing its finalisation, said
economy watchers. The
DCB has been in the works
for more than 18 months.

The government ex-
pects the digital economy
to touch $1 trillion by 2025-
26. The DCB was intended
to address the complex
challenges posed by the
growing dominance of
technology giants in India’s
digital market.

As Chairman of the 16-
member Inter-Ministerial
Committee on Digital Com-
petition Law (CDCL), set
up in 2023, Mr. Govil
brought together various
stakeholders, from indus-
try experts to legal profes-
sionals, to frame DCB.

Mr. Govil played a lead-
ing role in completing the
CDCL report, drafting the
Bill and securing the CCI's
approval for the report’s
recommendations and the
Bill’'s proposals.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

www.bpscpoint.com

"Regulating the Digital Giants: Insights into India’s Digital Competition Bill”

India's Digital Competition Bill (DCB) is an initiative aimed at regulating the digital market to
ensure fair competition and address issues arising from the dominance of large technology

companies.

Here are some key aspects of the DCB:

Purpose and Objectives:

1. Fair Competition: The primary goal is to foster a competitive digital market by curbing anti-
competitive practices and ensuring that market dominance by technology giants does not stifle
competition.

2. Consumer Protection: It aims to protect consumer interests by preventing practices that could
lead to unfair market conditions or harm users.

3. Regulatory Framework: The Bill seeks to create a comprehensive framework for regulating
digital platforms, addressing issues like data privacy, market concentration, and unfair trade
practices.

Key Features:
1. Regulation of Dominant Platforms: The DCB targets large digital platforms that have
significant market power, ensuring they do not engage in practices that could harm competition or

consumers.

2. Transparency and Accountability: It emphasizes greater transparency in business practices
and accountability for technology giants operating in the digital space.

3. Inter-Ministerial Committee: The Bill has been shaped by an Inter-Ministerial Committee on

Digital Competition Law (CDCL), which includes various stakeholders like industry experts and
legal professionals.
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Development and Process:

1. Drafting and Consultation: The DCB has been in development for over 18 months, with extensive
consultations involving various stakeholders to address the complexities of the digital market.

2. Approval and Finalization: The Bill has undergone approval processes and has been drafted with input from
the Competition Commission of India (CCI) and other regulatory bodies.

Challenges and Delays:

1. Leadership Changes: Recent leadership changes, such as Manoj Govil's transfer, have potentially delayed
the finalization and implementation of the DCB.

2. Familiarisation and Transition: New officials, like the new Secretary of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs,
may need time to become familiar with the Bill's intricacies, impacting the timeline.

Impact and Expectations:

1. Market Dynamics: The DCB is expected to significantly influence the way digital platforms operate in India,
promoting a more competitive and fair market environment.

2. Economic Growth: By addressing regulatory gaps and ensuring fair competition, the Bill aims to support
India's rapidly growing digital economy, which is projected to reach $1 trillion by 2025-26.

The DCB represents a critical step in adapting India's regulatory framework to the evolving digital landscape, aiming
to balance the growth of the digital economy with robust competition and consumer protection.

Honouring the dead . .
Q. The Hungry Ghost Festival, celebrated during

the seventh lunar month, is observed in several
regions. Which of the following communities is
NOT traditionally associated with this festival?
1.China

2 Malaysia

3.Japan

4 Singapore

5.Taiwan

People burn offerings for their dead ancestors on a street during the Hungry Ghost Festival in Macau on Saturday. The festival is celebrated .
in the seventh lunar month of the lunar new year calendar among communities in China, Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and Taiwan. Afp Answer. 3 . Japan

Explanation:

The Hungry Ghost Festival is celebrated in regions with significant Chinese cultural influences, including China,
Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. Japan, although having its own traditions for honoring ancestors such
as Obon, does not traditionally celebrate the Hungry Ghost Festival.
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The article discusses the financial turmoil faced by depositors of the Mylapore
Benefit Fund Nidhi Ltd., a 150-year-old Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC)
that recently shut down, leaving many investors unable to access their funds.
Depositors, many of whom are elderly and have invested their savings and
pensions, are struggling with the firm's refusal to pay back their principal and
interest. The Economic Offences Wing of the Tamil Nadu Police has arrested the
company's chairman and two directors.

The issue is part of a broader pattern of financial fraud involving NBFCs in Tamil
Nadu. Many such companies, promising high returns, have collapsed, leading to
significant financial losses for depositors. The state enacted the Tamil Nadu
Protection of Interests of Depositors (Financial Establishments) Act in 1997 to
address these issues, and the Economic Offences Wing was established to handle
such cases. Despite these measures, fraudulent schemes continue to prey on
depositors, especially those from the middle class. The article highlights ongoing
challenges in recovering funds and the need for improved monitoring and
awareness to protect investors.

In Shahi village, Uttar Pradesh, residents are grappling with fear following a series of
murders. Over the past 14 months, nine women were killed in the area, with their
bodies showing signs of strangulation and sexual assault. Initially treated as separate
incidents, the pattern eventually led the police to investigate the possibility of a serial
killer.

The police launched "Operation Talaash" to address the case. They released sketches
fields lurks a killer : of suspects and, on August 9, arrested Kuldeep Kumar, a local man, who was allegedly
found intoxicated and confessed to the murders. Kuldeep reportedly targeted women
working alone in sugarcane fields, and his confessions were supported by
psychological evaluations and forensic evidence.

However, there is controversy surrounding his arrest. Some locals believe Kuldeep is
being framed, citing issues with the investigation and inconsistencies in the police's
handling of the case. The case has drawn comparisons to similar crimes in other
countries involving sugarcane fields. Kuldeep remains in police remand, facing
charges under Indian criminal law.

"Understanding current affairs is crucial for UPSC/State PSC
preparation, as it bridges the gap between theoretical knowledge
and real-world application, ensuring that candidates are well-
informed, relevant, and capable of making insightful analyses on
contemporary issues."
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